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School nomination information
Overview

Fanfare is the biennial state-wide festival of bands and orchestras from Queensland state schools. It showcases the exciting music making that is occurring in school-based ensembles across the state.

Fanfare provides an opportunity for the school community to celebrate their young musicians and instrumental teachers by encouraging and promoting musical excellence though performance.

It aims to:

· promote excellence in ensemble performance 

· highlight school-based ensemble performance 

· offer students and teachers of ensembles the experience of expert adjudication 

· provide students and teachers with the opportunity to perform in a music festival with ensembles from other state schools. 
Fanfare begins with schools nominating to participate in a regional festival.
Regional festivals

Regional festivals are held in various venues throughout the state. 
Primary and secondary state school ensembles are nominated to participate for Fanfare by their conductor. 
Each ensemble performance is professionally adjudicated. 
The adjudicator: 

· provides positive and constructive feedback to the students and the conductor 

· awards each participating ensemble with a certificate at the end of their performance 

· presents regional awards to the best performance from a primary, secondary, P–10 and P–12 ensemble. 
Eleven state finalist ensembles are selected to participate in the State Fanfare festival, held for three days in Brisbane. 
State Fanfare festival
The Fanfare state festival will be held in Brisbane from Tuesday, 31 July 2012 to Thursday, 2 August 2012.

At this festival:

· the eleven state finalists perform for professional adjudicators 

· the adjudicators select five ensembles to perform at the Grand final concert, held in the Concert hall, Queensland Performing Arts Centre 

· the ensemble judged to give the most outstanding performance receives the Erica Brindley memorial trophy 

· an evening concert is held for the six ensembles who are not invited to perform in the grand final concert. 

The Grand final concert showcases the high quality of school-based ensembles in Queensland state schools and provides a unique and prestigious environment and event in which students can perform.
The Fanfare grand final concert will be held on Thursday 2 August 2012, commencing at 7.00 pm in the Concert Hall, Queensland Performing Arts Centre.
How to nominate your ensemble

Fanfare nominations open on Monday 6 February 2012. 
All ensemble nominations are to be submitted through the Fanfare 2012 Teamsite. This is located on OnePortal (intranet).
To complete the Fanfare nomination form you will need to:

1. Log on to OnePortal — http://oneportal.deta.qld.gov.au/. 
2. Type Fanfare 2012 into the search bar at the very top of the page on the right hand side.
3. Follow the links to the Fanfare 2012 nomination form.
Nominations close Friday 30 March 2012.
Teachers may contact their Fanfare 2012 regional coordinator for information about regional festival venue details and times.
For queries about Fanfare:
Telephone: (07) 3237 1301
Facsimile: (07) 3237 0102
Email: teachingandlearningbranch@deta.gld.gov.au
Please note:

In the following pages you will find ensemble eligibility information and adjudication criteria. Please read this prior to your online nomination submission.
Eligibility

For an ensemble to be eligible for a Fanfare regional award the ensemble must comply with the following:

1. Ensembles
The ensemble types listed provide a guide to the instrumental make up of the groups. 
· Concert band — a balanced ensemble of woodwind, brass and percussion instruments, usually a large group. 
· Orchestra — a full string section plus a proportional number of woodwinds, brass and percussion instruments. 
· String orchestra — an ensemble consisting of strings. This ensemble may include percussion. 
· Stage band — a small group of saxophones, trumpets, trombones and a rhythm section. The rhythm section may include any keyboard, an electric or an acoustic guitar, an electric or an acoustic bass and a drum kit. A vocalist may be included in the group. 
· Brass ensemble — a balanced ensemble of brass instruments with or without percussion. 
· Percussion ensemble — a combination of tuned and untuned percussion instruments. 
An ensemble must consist of:

· no less than 10 players 

· no more than 70 players 

There should be no rotation of players.

Please note:  
Students can play in more than one ensemble of the same type, only if they play a different instrument in each.
2. Time limits

Primary, P–10 and P–12 school ensembles are required to perform for 5–15 minutes.

Secondary ensembles are required to perform for 10–20 minutes.

The above playing times are to be strictly adhered to. The timing of an ensemble's performance will commence from the beginning of their first item and conclude at the end of the last item. Breaks between pieces are included in the performance time.

If conductors choose to have no applause between items they are required to advise the compere and audience of this before the performance commences.

3. Conductors

For adjudicated performances there is no restriction on who can conduct the ensemble. 
4. Keyboard

In all ensemble types keyboard may be used as accompaniment or as part of the required instrumentation. In secondary, P–10 and P–12 ensembles the keyboard player must be a student of the performing school.

5. Repertoire

No two ensembles from the same school are permitted to perform exactly the same program. More than 80 percent of the repertoire — for example, at least 16 minutes of a 20 minute program — must be different.

Please note: 

If an ensemble falls outside the eligibility guidelines please contact the Principal policy officer on (07) 3237 0428 or via email teachingandlearningbranch@deta.qld.gov.au.
Ensembles that do not comply with the eligibility guidelines are still encouraged to participate in Fanfare. These ensembles will receive an adjudication and certificate but are not eligible for a regional award.
Adjudication

Each ensemble that performs at a Fanfare regional, state or grand final event is given a professional adjudication.

Adjudication is not based on a comparison with other ensembles performing in Fanfare events. Ensembles are adjudicated on the quality of their performance, with consideration given to the level and suitability of the repertoire selected.  The following criteria are used to assess the quality of performances.

Adjudicators assess an ensembles performance 'on the day'. They do not take into consideration the past achievements of the ensemble or the ensembles future potential.

Criteria 1: Programming and communication

	Gold certificate 
	Silver certificate 
	Bronze certificate
	Participation certificate

	The ensemble has demonstrated a consistently excellent standard in the areas of program suitability and overall presentation.
	The ensemble has demonstrated a high standard in the areas of program suitability and overall presentation.
	The ensemble has demonstrated a satisfactory standard in the areas of program suitability and overall presentation.
	The ensemble has demonstrated some understanding in the areas of program suitability and overall presentation.


Program suitability
This is judged on the:
· extent to which the expertise and capabilities of the ensemble are demonstrated 

· alignment of the difficulty of the repertoire with the standard of the ensemble 

· presentation of a balanced program. 

Overall presentation
This is judged on the overall appearance, stage presence, conduct and posture of players in an ensemble.

Criteria 2: Sound quality

	Gold certificate 
	Silver certificate 
	Bronze certificate
	Participation certificate

	The ensemble has demonstrated a consistently excellent standard in the areas of blend, balance, tone and intonation.
	The ensemble has demonstrated a high standard in the areas of blend, balance, tone and intonation.
	The ensemble has demonstrated a satisfactory standard in the areas of blend, balance, tone and intonation.
	The ensemble has demonstrated some understanding in the areas of blend, balance, tone and intonation.


Blend
Blend refers to a matching of tonal qualities within a section and from section to section.
Balance
Balance refers to an ensembles ability to achieve the appropriate volume levels within sections and between sections.
Tone
Tone refers to playing with individual and group tonal quality that includes:

· richness of sound 

· a centred tone 

· tone which is even throughout register and dynamic changes. 
Intonation
Intonation refers to playing in tune by individuals, within sections, and from section to section.
Criteria 3: Technical elements

	Gold certificate 
	Silver certificate 
	Bronze certificate
	Participation certificate

	The ensemble has demonstrated a consistently excellent standard in the areas of technical accuracy and tuning, rhythm and articulation.
	The ensemble has demonstrated a high standard in the areas of technical accuracy and tuning, rhythm and articulation.
	The ensemble has demonstrated a satisfactory standard in the areas of technical accuracy and tuning, rhythm and articulation.
	The ensemble has demonstrated some understanding in the areas of technical accuracy and tuning, rhythm and articulation.


Technical accuracy and tuning
This refers to an ensembles ability to perform the music with pitch, rhythmic and harmonic accuracy.
Rhythm
This refers to playing with rhythmic pulse, rhythmic accuracy and displaying strict consistent rhythm across the ensemble.
Articulation
This refers to an ensembles ability to perform with the appropriate attacks, length of notes, accents, uniformity and consistency of attacks.

Criteria 4: Musical interpretation

	Gold certificate 
	Silver certificate 
	Bronze certificate
	Participation certificate

	The ensemble has demonstrated a consistently excellent standard in the areas of style/phrasing and dynamics.
	The ensemble has demonstrated a high standard in the areas of style/phrasing and dynamics.
	The ensemble has demonstrated a satisfactory standard in the areas of style/phrasing and dynamics.
	The ensemble has demonstrated some understanding in the areas of style/phrasing and dynamics.


Style/phrasing
This refers to an ensembles ability to perform their music selections with correct stylistic considerations, including clarity and definition of phrase and overall care to present the work as the composer intended.
Dynamics
This refers to an ensembles ability to accomplish the indicated dynamics, including crescendos, decrescendos, dynamic nuances, tiered dynamics and accents.
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