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SCHOOL communities are invited to have their say on the draft Education 
(General Provisions) Bill 2006, released in December.

Comments from staff, students and parents will be welcomed on the Bill 
until March 17. 

Senior Director in the Offi ce of Strategic Policy and Education Futures 
Bronwen Griffi ths said the changes proposed in the Bill would modernise 
the legislative framework for the education system.

The proposed reforms relate to enrolment procedures, school atten-
dance, student records, religious instruction, homework, school costs, 
home education, schools reporting and behaviour management. 

Changes include the creation of student transfer notes, a charging regime 
for specialised programs and new enrolment procedures whereby schools, 
parents and students enter into an agreement about what is expected of 
them at school.

They are intended to come into effect from July 1 this year, if passed by 
Parliament. 

“The reforms will create a legislative framework that is relevant, consis-
tent and can support the demands of modern schooling, now and into the 
future,” Ms Griffi ths said.

A review of the Education (General Provisions) Act 1989 indicated there 
were a number of challenges facing education in Queensland today and 
into the future that were not adequately addressed by existing legislation.

In October 2004, the State Government released the Education Laws for 
the Future consultation paper, inviting the public, principals and other key 
education stakeholders to comment on 12 priorities for legislative change. 

“Over 2200 written submissions were received from the community and 
organisations,” Ms Griffi ths said. “That feedback informed the develop-
ment of the current Bill.”

Ms Griffi ths said the Bill was still in the draft stages and was yet to receive 
formal Government endorsement. 

“Feedback is an important part of the development of new legislation. 
School communities are strongly encouraged to have their say about this 
new framework. It will support the educational futures of young Queens-
landers for many years.”

Once feedback has been considered, the draft Education Bill will be fi -
nalised and introduced to Parliament for debate, before being passed and 
assented as a new Act.

A range of new policies and guidelines for schools will come into effect to 
support the Act. Ongoing information about the changes will be provided to 
principals and staff in future editions of Education Views.

A copy of the draft Education Bill is available at www.education.qld.gov.
au/review/

This website also includes an explanatory document that summarises 
feedback on the proposals contained in the consultation paper and out-
lines the policy positions that underpin the draft Bill. 

For further information visit www.education.qld.gov.au/review/
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