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Foreword

This history documents the evolving role and contribution of
technical and further education in Queensland. From its
foundation in classes to teach young mechanics and
tradespeople the useful arts and <iences, to its current
provision of courses that meet the employment and
personal needs of many thousands of Queenslanders,
technical and further education has been possibly the most
dynamic of our educational systems.

Changes in society and particularly in the educa-
tional expectations of the community are documented in
this study, which also identifies the major forces for
change and traces the problems and solutions which have

emerged.

Eddie Clarke is to be congratulated for his scholar -
ship. Our gratitude is also extended to the many
educators and members of the community who con-
tributed. What has emerged is an important set of
references about the organisation most widely known in the
community as 'TAFE'.

R.H. WALLACE, AM

Former Managing Director
Bureau of Employment, Vocational and Further Educaion

and Training, Queensland June 1992
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| ntroduction

This history has been prepared in chronological sequence,
with each of the six chapters treating significant events in
the administration and organisation of technical and
further education in Queensland. (A chronology of these
events appears as Appendix 1.)

Technical and further education, like any other form of
education, has been shaped by the society from which it
emerges. Accordingly, each chapter is introduced by a brief
analysis of those aspects of Queensland society that were
relevant at the time to its development. In each chapter,
the relationship between many of these aspects and technical

and further education is spelt out.

Each chapter, wherever possible, deals with such specific
topics as aims of technical and further education,
administration, staffing, finance and courses available,
in an attempt to trace the development within these areas
over the years.

As well, the history endeavours to describe significant
conflicts, not only internal conflicts but ones involving
other institutions. This description and, where possible,
identification of forces for change help to explain the
directions taken by Queensland technical and further

education from 1860 onwards.






