Teacher Aide Professional Development Program: Work Booklet

A three-day Teacher Aide Professional Development Program is currently being delivered to all Years 1 to 3 teacher aides by Regional Managers – Literacy. The Managers are drawing on a common set of materials which includes collaboratively developed presentation running sheets, PowerPoint presentations, DVDs of teacher aide practice and a work booklet. 
There have been numerous requests for copies of the Teacher Aide Professional Development Program Work Booklet from principals and support personnel. There have also been requests for the Work Booklet to be made available electronically on the website.   

While we understand the interest of others to have copies of the Work Booklet for their reference, it was decided by the Assistant Director-General, Curriculum, Lesley Englert, in consultation with Regional Executive Directors and Executive Directors Schools, that they would be distributed to teacher aides only. The reasons for this decision are: 

· the booklets have been developed specifically for the teacher aides participating in the professional development and are distributed to them for their reference during the three-day program 

· the booklet was not designed to be a stand-alone resource, textbook or package and would make little sense without the contextualisation of the associated materials (including the running notes, PowerPoints and DVDs). It is a support document for the three-day program and for the use of teacher aides as they work to support teachers and students in their schools.
· the teacher aides should be encouraged to discuss the booklet with their principals and  relevant teachers in their schools in order to promote sustainability and to maximise opportunities for practice.

The  Literacy – the Key to Learning website (http://education.qld.gov.au/literacy/) provides an overview of the three-day Teacher Aide Professional Development Program and the previously circulated awareness-raising PowerPoint, which outlines the context, purpose and premises of the Program. 

Principals should liaise with their teacher aides to discuss the content of the professional development, the on-going support required by the teacher aides and opportunities for the teacher aides to share their learnings with colleagues.

