
p g

C M Y CM MY CY CMY K

Queensland the Smart State

on the destinations
of Year 12 completers
in Queensland

report 2006

The

www.education.qld.gov.au/nextstep



John Polesel

Richard Teese

Centre for Post-compulsory Education and Lifelong Learning

The University of Melbourne

For the Queensland Government

Department of Education and the Arts, Queensland



ii Next Step Queensland 2006

Acknowledgments

The authors gratefully acknowledge the assistance of the 
members of the reference group and the organisations 
they represent:

Independent Schools Queensland

Queensland Catholic Education Commission

Education Queensland

Queensland Studies Authority

Department of Employment and Training

Queensland Secondary Principals’ Association

Association of Principals of Catholic Secondary Schools of 
Queensland

Association of Heads of Independent Schools of Australia 
(Qld branch)

Offi cers of the Department of Education and the Arts 
coordinated the project, designed the questionnaire, 
boosted the response rate through marketing the survey 
and arranging outreach to Indigenous young people, and 
assisted throughout the fi eldwork and preparation of the 
report.

The authors also acknowledge the extensive role played 
by the Offi ce of the Government Statistician, which 
conducted the fi eldwork and prepared the data fi le for 
analysis.

We also extend our thanks to the many thousands 
of Queensland Year 12 graduates who gave up their 
time to complete surveys and participate in telephone 
interviews.

This research is funded by the Queensland Government.



iii Next Step Queensland 2006

Contents

Acknowledgments ii

List of tables iv

List of fi gures vi

Acronyms and abbreviations viii

Executive summary 1

 Background 1

 Summary of Findings 1

 Learning: education and training destinations 2

 Earning: employment destinations 2

 Not learning or earning 3

 Different people, different pathways 3

 Conclusions 4

Chapter 1 Introduction 5

 Aims of the project 5

 Policy context 5

 Methodology 6

 Profi le of Year 12 completers 7

 Response Rates 7

 Data Editing 7

Chapter 2 Main destinations of Year 12 completers 8

 Destinations by sex 9

 Study and work 9

 Deferring Study 11

 Comparisons with 2005 12

Chapter 3 Learning: Education and training 

destinations of Year 12 completers 13

 General fi ndings 13

 Sex differences 13

 Study load 14

 Provider type 14

 Field of study 15

 Comparing students who work and students 
 who do not 18

Chapter 4 Earning: Employment destinations 20

 All working respondents 20

 Casual workers 22

 Respondents working and not in education or
 training 23

 Respondents working and in education or 
 training 25

 Apprentices and trainees 26

Chapter 5 Not Learning or Earning 29

 Not learning 29

 Not studying and seeking work 32

 Not studying and not in the labour force 32

Chapter 6 Regional differences in post-school 

destinations 36

 Metropolitan/non-metropolitan differences 36

 MCEETYA zone differences 36

 ABS Statistical Divisions 37

Chapter 7 Main destinations of Year 12 completers 

by sub-groups 39

 Year 12 Status 39

 Year 12 strand (VET and non-VET) 40

 OP eligibility and VET qualifi cation 41

 Indigenous Status 42

 Language Background and Visa Status 43

 Socioeconomic status 45

 Age group 46

Appendixes 47

 Appendix 1 — Queensland schools with 
 Year 12 completers in 2005 47
 Appendix 2 — Additional methodological  
 information 52

 Appendix 3 — Supplementary tables 53

 Appendix 4 — Maps 57

 Appendix 5 — Paper-based survey instrument 59



iv Next Step Queensland 2006

List of tables

Table ES1 Main destination categorisations, Next Step 2006 2

Table 2.1 Main destination categorisations, Next Step 2006 8

Table 2.2 Main destinations of Year 12 completers, by sex, Queensland 2006 9

Table 2.3 Study and labour force destinations of Year 12 completers, Queensland 2006 10

Table 2.4 Year 12 completers deferring, by key demographic variables, Queensland 2006 11

Table 3.1 Level of study of Year 12 completers in education or training, by sex, 
Queensland 2006 13

Table 3.2 Level of study of Year 12 completers, by study load, Queensland 2006 14

Table 3.3 Year 12 completers, by provider type, Queensland 2006 14

Table 3.4 Post-school fi eld of study of Year 12 completers, by sex, Queensland 2006 15

Table 3.5 Post-school fi eld of study of university and VET students, excluding 
apprentices and trainees, by level of study, Queensland 2006 16

Table 3.6 Post-school fi eld of study of apprentices and trainees, Queensland 2006 17

Table 3.7 Post-school institutions of Year 12 completers, Queensland 2006 17

Table 3.8a Post-school level of study of working and non-working students 
(proportion within study level), Queensland 2006 18

Table 3.8b Post-school level of study of working and non-working students 
(proportion within student work status), Queensland 2006 18

Table 3.9 Study load of Year 12 completers, by working and non-working students, 
Queensland 2006 19

Table 4.1 Occupational groups of all Year 12 completers in employment, 
Queensland 2006 21

Table 4.2 Hours worked by Year 12 completers in employment and not in education 
or training, Queensland 2006 23

Table 4.3 Industry categories of Year 12 completers in employment and not in 
education or training, by work destination, Queensland 2006 24

Table 4.4 Hours worked by Year 12 completers in employment and study, by level 
of study, Queensland 2006 25

Table 4.5 Occupational groups of Year 12 completers in employment and study, 
Queensland 2006 26

Table 4.6 Level of study of Year 12 completers in apprenticeships and traineeships, 
Queensland 2006 26

Table 4.7 Occupational groups of Year 12 completers in apprenticeships and 
traineeships, Queensland 2006 27

Table 4.8 Industry categories of Year 12 completers in apprenticeships and 
traineeships, Queensland 2006 27

Table 4.9  Hours worked by Year 12 completers in apprenticeships and traineeships, 
Queensland 2006 28

Table 5.1 Year 12 completers not in study, by sex, Queensland 2006 29

Table 5.2 Main reason of Year 12 completers for not studying, by sex, Queensland 2006 30

Table 5.3 Year 12 completers not studying and seeking work, by key demographic 
variables, Queensland 2006 32



v Next Step Queensland 2006

Table 5.4 Year 12 completers not studying and not in the labour force, by key 
demographic variables, Queensland 2006 33

Table 6.1 Main destinations of Year 12 completers, by region, Queensland 2006 38

Table 7.1 Main destinations of Year 12 completers, by Year 12 status, Queensland 2006 39

Table 7.2 Main destinations of Year 12 completers, by Year 12 strand 
(VET and non-VET) and school-based apprentices, Queensland 2006 40

Table 7.3 Main destinations of Year 12 completers, by Indigenous status, 
Queensland 2006 42

Table 7.4 Main destinations of Year 12 completers, by language background and 
Visa Status, Queensland 2006 44

Table 7.5 Main destinations of Year 12 completers, by socioeconomic status, 
Queensland 2006 45

Table 7.6 Year 12 completers, by age group, Queensland 2006 46

Table A1 Queensland schools with Year 12 completers in 2005 47

Table A2A Call outcomes (dispositions) for CATI follow-up, Next Step, Queensland 2006 52

Table A3A Fields of study 53

Table A3B Field of study, Year 12 completers, Queensland 2006 53

Table A3C Industry categories 54

Table A3D Industry categories of all Year 12 completers in employment, 
Queensland 2006 54

Table A3E Industry categories of university and VET students (excluding apprentices 
and trainees), Queensland 2006 55

Table A3F Occupations of Year 12 completers not in education or training, 
Queensland 2006 55

Table A3G Reasons of Year 12 completers for not studying, by sex, Queensland 2006 56



vi Next Step Queensland 2006

List of fi gures

Figure ES1 Main destinations of Year 12 completers, Queensland 2006 2

Figure 2.1 Main destinations of Year 12 completers, Queensland 2006 9

Figure 2.2 Main destinations of Year 12 completers, by sex, Queensland 2006 10

Figure 2.3 Study and labour force destinations of Year 12 completers, Queensland 2006 11

Figure 2.4 Main destinations of Year 12 completers, with deferrals identifi ed, 
Queensland 2006 11

Figure 2.5 Labour force destination of Year 12 completers who deferred, Queensland 2006 12

Figure 2.6 Comparison of main destinations of Year 12 completers, Queensland 2005 
and 2006 12

Figure 3.1 Level of study of Year 12 completers in education or training, by sex, 
Queensland 2006 14

Figure 3.2 Post-school fi eld of study of Year 12 completers, Queensland 2006 15

Figure 3.3 Post-school level of study of working and non-working students, by sex, 
Queensland 2006 19

Figure 4.1 Work destinations of all Year 12 completers in employment, Queensland 2006 20

Figure 4.2 Work destinations of all Year 12 completers in employment, by sex, 
Queensland 2006 20

Figure 4.3 Occupational groups of all Year 12 completers in employment, by sex, 
Queensland 2006 21

Figure 4.4 Industry categories of all Year 12 completers in employment, Queensland 2006 22

Figure 4.5 Rates of casual work for all Year 12 completers in employment, by sex, 
Queensland 2006 22

Figure 4.6 Work destinations of Year 12 completers in employment and not in education 
or training, by sex, Queensland 2006 23

Figure 4.7 Hours worked by Year 12 completers in employment and not in education or 
training, by sex, Queensland 2006 23

Figure 4.8 Occupational groups of Year 12 completers in employment and not in 
education or training, by sex, Queensland 2006 24

Figure 4.9 Hours worked by Year 12 completers in employment and study, by broad 
study destination,  Queensland 2006 25

Figure 5.1 Reasons of Year 12 completers for not studying, by sex, Queensland 2006 30

Figure 5.2 Main reason of Year 12 completers for not studying, by socioeconomic 
status, Queensland 2006 31

Figure 5.3 Main reason of Year 12 completers for not studying, by metropolitan/non-
metropolitan location, Queensland 2006 31

Figure 5.4 Main reason of deferrers for not studying, Queensland 2006 32

Figure 5.5 Main reason for not studying of Year 12 completers not studying and not in the 
labour force, by sex, Queensland 2006 33

Figure 5.6 Main reason for not looking for work of Year 12 completers not studying and 
not in the labour force, by sex, Queensland 2006 34

Figure 5.7 Main reason for not studying of Year 12 completers not studying and not in 
the labour force, by metropolitan/non-metropolitan location, Queensland 2006 34



vii Next Step Queensland 2006

Figure 5.8 Main reason for not looking for work of Year 12 completers not studying and 
not in the labour force, by metropolitan/non-metropolitan location, 
Queensland 2006 35

Figure 6.1 Main destinations of Year 12 completers, by metropolitan/non-metropolitan 
location, Queensland 2006 36

Figure 6.2 Main destinations of Year 12 completers, by MCEETYA geographical location, 
Queensland 2006 37

Figure 6.3 Main destinations of Year 12 completers, by region, Queensland 2006 38

Figure 7.1 Main destinations of Year 12 completers, by Year 12 strand (VET and non-VET), 
Queensland 2006 41

Figure 7.2 Main destinations of Year 12 completers, by OP eligibility and VET 
qualifi cation, Queensland 2006 41

Figure 7.3 Main destinations of Year 12 completers, by Indigenous status, 
Queensland 2006 43

Figure 7.4 Main destinations of Indigenous Year 12 completers, by sex, Queensland 2006 43

Figure 7.5 Main destinations of Indigenous Year 12 completers, by metropolitan/non-
metropolitan location, Queensland 2006 43

Figure 7.6 Main destinations of Year 12 completers, by language background, 
Queensland 2006 44

Figure 7.7 Main destinations of Year 12 completers, by socioeconomic status, 
Queensland 2006 46

Figure 7.8 Main destinations of Year 12 completers, by age group, Queensland 2006 46

Figure A4A Queensland Statistical Divisions, ABS, 2005 57

Figure A4B Moreton and Brisbane Statistical Divisions and Statistical Sub-divisions, 
ABS, 2005 58



viii Next Step Queensland 2006

Acronyms and abbreviations

ABS Australian Bureau of Statistics

AQF Australian Qualifi cations Framework

ASGC Australian Standard Geographical Classifi cation

CATI Computer Assisted Telephone Interviewing

CPCSE Certifi cate of Post-Compulsory School Education

ETRF Education and Training Reforms for the Future 

FP Field Position

FT Full-time

LBOTE Language Background Other Than English (this term is now used nationally in preference to NESB)

MCEETYA Ministerial Council on Education, Employment, Training and Youth Affairs

NILF Not In the Labour Force

OGS Offi ce of the Government Statistician

OP Overall Position (indicator of academic performance ranking used for university entrance) 

PT Part-time 

QCE Queensland Certifi cate of Education

QSA Queensland Studies Authority

SAT School-based apprenticeship and traineeship

SD Statistical division

SEIFA Socio-Economic Indexes for Areas

SES Socioeconomic status

SSD Statistical sub-division

TAFE Technical and Further Education

VET Vocational Education and Training




