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Welcome to the 2012 school year, a year in which State education in Queensland is going through an exciting change.

This positive new era will make a huge difference to students across the state.

Education Queensland is delivering a massive school improvement agenda, rolling out educational reforms under the State and Federal Governments’ Smarter Schools National Partnerships.
We are united in our pursuit of excellence and determined to improve teacher quality, accelerate young people’s literacy and numeracy development and deliver specific support for students from disadvantaged areas, Indigenous students and students with a disability. 
We’re making strong progress. 
This is encouraging and I know all of you are working toward giving every young Queenslander a flying start to life and to their education.
Each school community is taking up the exciting challenge this year of transitioning to the Australian Curriculum in the Prep to Year 10 English, mathematics and science subjects.

I assure you the department will offer every possible support so that every day, every student in every classroom is learning and achieving.
We are in the process of providing you with a cohesive, high-quality set of planning exemplars for the implementation of the Australian Curriculum, through the Curriculum into the Classroom (C2C) project. 

DET has used the Australian Curriculum and the Queensland Studies Authority’s exemplars to develop the C2C resources. 

By providing exemplars, principals and teachers can be assured that the Australian Curriculum has been accommodated at all levels of planning.

They are also assured that the breadth and depth of curriculum requirements have been incorporated and aligned to support effective teaching and assessment.  

The Curriculum into the Classroom exemplars can be contextualised, reordered and modified to cater for the different learning styles and needs of your own students and saved in the OneSchool program.
New resources are regularly being made available in OneSchool and I urge you to make use of them.

These resources will provide you with the capacity to concentrate on how to teach your students.

This year also sees the beginning of the transition of Year 7 into high school. This will further strengthen Queensland’s education system and bring us into line with other states.

The state’s newest high school, Murrumba State Secondary College, will pilot Year 7 in high school ahead of the statewide move in 2015.

Nineteen other state high schools will work with their feeder schools this year to pilot Year 7 in 2013. 
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all the schools that applied to join the pilot program and wish all the best to those that succeeded.

The transition of Year 7 into high school also means that during 2012, secondary schools will need to begin planning for the introduction of junior secondary for Years 8 and 9 from 2013. Year 7 will be included when it joins secondary in 2015.

A range of resources and professional development will be available during the year.

These will assist in school planning and help equip teachers with the skills to teach in an environment designed to meet the learning and other needs of young adolescents.

There may be challenges to delivering these reforms successfully, but I’m confident that together we can foster quality teaching and learning every day, in every classroom, with one curriculum adapted to suit every student.
