
SURVEY OF PARENTS GRANTED DISPENSATION FROM COMPULSORY SCHOOLING
FOR THE PURPOSES OF HOME SCHOOLING IN 2002

TOTAL NUMBER OF SURVEYS RETURNED:  351

Q1. Which term do you prefer?

Preferred term

Home Education
30%

Either
6%

Other
10%

Home Schooling
54%
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Q2. What are the major reasons why you have chosen to home school your child or children?
(Respondents could provide more than one reason)

Major reasons for home schooling
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Religious beliefs

Family values and bonding/ discipline

Peer pressure/ influence/ distraction

Bullying

Secure environment

More personal/ one-on-one

No faith in education system/ teacher

Special needs/ medical reasons

Enhanced social experiences/ extra curricula activities

Concerns with curriculum taught

Flexibility

Travel times/ isolation/ lack of options

Large or over-crowded classrooms

Not suited to parents timetable



Q3. What do you enjoy most about home schooling your child or children?
(Respondents could provide more than one reason)

Home schooling positives
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Time spent with children

Family bonding/ values

Knowledge gained: capabilities/ difficulties/ progression

Able to cater for special needs

Flexibility/ work at own pace

Able to travel and still complete schooling

No pressure on child/ safer environment/ more confident

Monitor child's behaviour/ associations/ work

Being taught a quality education

Sharing in learning/ experiences/ achievements

Time for external activities

Health issues

Religious instruction



Q4. Where do you obtain the majority of the curriculum resources to support you in home schooling?
(Respondents could provide more than one source)

Source of curriculum materials
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Government SDE

Non-Government SDE

Library

Internet

Bookshops

Teacher resource sales/ home school suppliers

Created by self/ friends

TV/ radio/ newspapers/ magazine

Bible/ christian publications

Direct contact with teacher

Private providers/ home schooling groups

Education Qld/ accessED/ GoPrint

Craft/ software suppliers/ encyclopedia

Overseas material



Q5. Regarding current legislation, what are your thoughts on the requirement to seek a dispensation each year?

Requirement for dispensation from compulsory schooling

Disagree
32%

Agree - but every 2-3 years
3%

Agree - but once only
27%

Agree
35%

Nil response
3%



Q6. How long have you been home schooling?

Duration of home schooling

More than 3 years
41%

More than 2 years
11%

More than 1 year
23%

Less than 1 year
23%

Nil response
1%

More than 3 years 
(break/s in between)

1%



Q7. What do you find the most challenging aspect of home schooling?
(Respondents could provide more than one reason)

Challenging aspects of home schooling
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No time for myself/ outings/ work

Juggling housework, job and/or other children

Financial cost

Handling needs for gifted children

Burden of ensuring child properly schooled

Being disciplined with time/ routine

Difficulty in supporting children in school work

Keeping children/ parents motivated

Ensuring quality education is provided

Transition between parent/ teacher

Discipline/ behaviour management

Parent patience/ student frustration

Meeting school tasks deadlines

No travel concessions for children

Ensuring child does all the work

Bureaucratic red tape

No voice contact

Social development

Socially isolated

Justification to others

Limited resources

Being able to switch between grades

Not enough space to store materials/ work from

Keeping up with work when travelling/ sick/ death

Lack of guidance/ feedback from teachers

Young child learning older child's lessons-no maturity



Q8. What are your thoughts on the current home schooling legislation, policy and practice in Queensland?

Current view on home schooling legislation, policy and practice in Queensland 

No opinion
21%

Support with qualification
21%

Support
28%

Oppose
30%



Q9. Which home schooling option have you chosen?

Home schooling options

Option 2-Non-State 
School of Distance 

Education
34%

Option 3-Approved 
Curriculum Program

8%

Option 1-State School 
of Distance Education

58%



Q9.1 Enrolments at State Schools of Distance Education – Satisfaction with program and services

204 Responses

Satisfaction with State SDEs

Satisfied
89%

Other
4%

No comment
1%

Dissatisfied
6%



Q9.2 Enrolments at State Schools of Distance Education – Support for the payment of a fee ($1,000)

204 Responses

State Schools of Distance Education - support for the payment of a fee ($1,000)

No comment
3%

Disagree
42%

Agree
23%

Prepared to pay for 
additional resources

32%



Q9.3 Enrolments at Non-State Schools of Distance Education – Satisfaction with program and services

119 Responses

Non-State Schools of Distance Education – satisfaction with program and services

Dissatisfied
4%

No comment
1% Other

5%

Satisfied
90%



Q9.4 Own Program – Why did you choose to offer your own program rather than a State School of Distance Education or Non-State
School of Distance Education?

28 Responses (Respondents could provide more than one response)

Own Program - Why did you choose to offer your own program instead of SSDE or NSSDE?
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More creativity

Excessive bureaucratic red tape

Curriculum outdated and non-Australian

To work at own pace/ flexibility

Registered teacher and can shape curriculum

Capacity to decide/ monitor curriculum

Distrust of other programs

Financial reasons

Ensure better quality curriculum taught



Q10. Would you like to have other home schooling options to choose from and if so, what are they?

Choice of home schooling options

Yes
46%

No
30%

No comment
24%



Q10.1   Would you like to have other home schooling options to choose from and if so, what are they?
(Respondents could provide more than one response)

List of other home schooling options
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Financial assistance/ no fees
Able to access internet/ external courses and materials (Aust & O/seas)

Gifted & talented programs
Rich tasks provided for suitable younger children

Music/ art lessons at mini schools
Half home school (academic) / half school (social/ sport)

Adult education programs for the parents
More services for regional areas
More flexible/ freedom of choice

Life skill courses
More emphasis on Australian curriculum

More NSS approved
More subject and/or curriculum choices

Programs more suited for children with learning difficulties/ special needs
Other religious programs approved other than ACE

Extensions (work return) granted for children with special needs
Purchase home schooling packages

Delivery of curriculum by qualified teacher/ better access to teachers
Not have to enrol with distance ed

Parents supervising their children but not being qualified
Computer courses

Private school/one with values, morals & teachers allowed to discipline
Less information by instruction but rather by guidelines

School work electronic (save postage)
Registration instead of dispensation

More inspections (with notice)
Home schooling being supported

Children receiving OP Certificate without being enrolled in SDE
More effective networking between parents/ teachers/ students/ schools

School of the air schooling



Q11. What support do you believe the State Government should provide home schooling families?

Support required from State Government

No need for Government to 
give any support

2%No comment
7%

Present support is fine
12%

More support required
79%



Q11.1   What support do you believe the State Government should provide home schooling families?
(Respondents could provide more than one response)

State Government support
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More teacher contact/ visitations/ feedback/ specialist

advice

Provision of resources (computer, internet access, text
books)

Access to school facilities and programs at times

Access to Government: curriculum, services, libraries,
exams/tests, TAFE

Financial assistance (tutoring/ phone/ mail/ travelling
allowances, vouchers)

More flexibility, freedom of choice, recognition of system
and non-qualified teachers/ tutors

Once only registration and easier process

Support equivalent to State schooling families

More support for dist ed schools and those dist ed
schools in regional areas



Q12. What would you like to see happen as a result of this review of home schooling?

Preferred result from Review

Suggestions for present 
system

79%

Satisfied with present system
9%No comment

12%



Q12.1   What would you like to see happen as a result of this review of home schooling?

Suggested results from Review of Home Schooling
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Abolition of fees
Reduce fees

Remove dispensation
Dispensation only for required period

Tax dedns for costs incurred, no work opportunities, equip reqd etc
Programs catering for gifted and talented children

Home schooling easier to access
Home schooling accepted and supported

More freedom of choice/ flexibility
Better connection with teachers

Test/ assess to suit individual need
Informed of results from survey

Improve and/or free resources/ textbooks
More government support for distance education schools

Recognition of, and/or allowances for, home tutors
Courses such as life skills, goal setting, positive thinking

Improve public system for high schools
Analysing data to improve state education-view to only 1 system

More non-state curriculum accepted
More courses/ subjects offered

Use of Government facilities
Agree that state classrooms are noisy, o/crowded & u/staffed

More help for the parents to make them better teachers
Develop internet delivery/ computer assistance

Shows that behaviour problems need addressing in schools
Every suggestion considered

Annual or regular inspection of child's progress
Hire of equipment

Travel concessions
Changes implemented after consultation

Less emphasis on government control
Creation of home schooling groups for support
Ensure teachers/ tutors are suitable to teach



Q13. Other Comments

Comments

Comment
40%

No comment
60%

MAJOR AREAS

1. Home Schooling is valuable and thankful for the freedom to educate our own children (12.4%)

2. Thank you for the opportunity to voice our opinions (7.01%)

3. Appreciation for the services and materials provided by our School of Distance Education (3.23%)

4. Need better quality teachers and education in schools with more discipline and smaller classrooms (2.96%)

5. Financial concerns (2.7%)

6. Remove persecution (1.62%)

7. School is a stressful environment (1.08%)

8. Access to more courses, eg sport, woodwork, drama, music (0.81%)


