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Student broadcasters dive into the airwaves 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
This is the second of a series of case studies of projects that received Indigenous Lighthouse Grant 
funding in 2008. Indigenous Lighthouse Grants aim to shine a light on exemplars of good practice in 
Indigenous education, training and arts by fostering innovation and collaboration across these areas — 
with a view to increasing cultural awareness and improving outcomes for Indigenous students. The grants 
also celebrate the successes of Queensland’s ‘clever, skilled and creative’ Indigenous students. 
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Funding from the Lighthouse Grants scheme has 
enabled the Media in Schools Project (MISP) to offer 
Year 12 student, Raquel Tiley, a school-based 
traineeship in radio broadcasting at radio 98.9 FM 
(formerly 4 Triple A). 
 
Racquel, who attends the Murri School in Brisbane, is 
one of 31 students in the program. 
 
Training manager Mike Scott of Triple A Training, the 
registered training organisation responsible for 
coordinating and assessing Raquel’s training, said the 
Indigenous Lighthouse Grants program had helped to 
introduce more young Indigenous students to this 
area of work. 
 
“The grants allow us to formalise the work experience 
we offer, so that it becomes a pathway to accredited 
training for those students who ‘shine’, like Raquel,” 
Mr Scott said. 
 
As part of her traineeship, Raquel works one day of 
paid employment a week at the radio station, where 
she gains valuable broadcasting experience.  
 
She is part of a group of young people who produce a 
weekly radio program called the National Indigenous 
Youth Show. 
 
The students interview well-known Indigenous 
sportspeople, Elders, leaders, artists and musicians. 
 
They also monitor news and current affairs 
broadcasts and analyse and summarise bulletins 
which are edited and put to air. They also have the 
opportunity to write and record their own music and 
stories. 
 
 
 

 
Raquel Tiley broadcasting at the 98.9FM Brisbane studio 

 
Raquel said she had developed a range of skills 
through this experience, and not just in radio 
broadcasting. 
 
“Because I have to interview well known people, it’s 
definitely made me more confident,” she said. 
“I’m more outspoken and ready to put my opinion.”  
 
According to Mr. Scott, it’s the real world nature of the 
experiences and the use of the internet and other 
flexible learning techniques incorporated in the 
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program that engages the students and sets them up 
for success. 
 
“Young people like Raquel will be the Indigenous 
media industry representatives of the future,” he said. 
 
“Unlike the more formal school setting, students are 
encouraged to self-manage their learning. 
 
“They receive valuable work experience as well as 
learning the task-related disciplines they see as 
relevant to them.  
 
“They are acknowledged for their achievements, 
particularly when their work is broadcast for friends 
and family to hear.  
 
“They operate in a safe environment where they feel 
at home and they also engage with Indigenous issues 
and operate within their oral tradition.” 
 
98.9FM general manager Tiga Bayles said he could 
see that Raquel’s involvement with the  
 
Media in Schools Project and her traineeship were 
extending her horizons. 
 
“This experience has not only equipped Raquel with 
the skills to do all the things that a radio broadcaster 
needs to do, it has also strengthened her cultural 
identity,” Mr Bayles said. 
 
“Raquel is learning how to research and conduct 
interviews, collecting and telling Aboriginal stories. 
Then she can hear her stories going to air and so can 
her community, her family and her peers back at 
school.  
 
“From here, it could lead to a Certificate IV or even 
transition to university. That’s fantastic!” 
 
Raquel encouraged other Indigenous students to take 
up these sorts of opportunities.  
 
“Just do it. You learn how to use words and how to 
talk to people. And you never know what you can find 
— maybe the opportunity to become something big.” 
 
 
 

 
Triple A Training manager Mike Scott and student Raquel Tiley at 
the radio station. 
 
 
 
 

 
Indigenous Lighthouse Grants  

Recipient projects 2008 
 

Tannum Sands State High School - Billabong Project 
 

Primary Arts Network Ipswich/Ipswich West Special 
School – The Numbellie Seat Project 

 
Rockhampton State High School - My Culture, My 
Country 

 
Western Cape College - Reach, Arts Industry and 
Enterprise Project 

 
North Brisbane, Brisbane Central and Western 
Education Districts - Justice Pathways Project 

 
Bundaberg State High School - Celebrating Indigenous 
Culture  

 
Tullawong State High School - Indigenous Yarning/Dance 
Circle  
 
Brisbane Indigenous Media Association trading as 
Triple A Training - Media in School Project  

 
Queensland Theatre Company - Indigenous Drama and 
Development Program 

 
Maroon State School - Indigenous Book Development 
Project 

 
Queensland Music Festival - Score It! 
 


