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Everybody pitches in to create Ipswich’s “ Numbellie”  seat 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This is the first of a series of case studies of projects that received Indigenous Lighthouse Grant funding 
in 2008. Indigenous Lighthouse Grants aim to shine a light on exemplars of good practice in Indigenous 
education, training and arts by fostering innovation and collaboration across these areas — with a view to 
increasing cultural awareness and improving outcomes for Indigenous students. The grants also celebrate 
the successes of Queensland’s ‘clever, skilled and creative’ Indigenous students.  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
As a result of the Indigenous Lighthouse Grants 
program, Cheryl Charlton, Deputy Principal of Karalee 
State School near Ipswich, is coordinating an exciting 
community art and storytelling project — the 
Numbellie Seat Project. The project is to create a 
mosaic seat to be located in Queens Park in the 
centre of Ipswich. 
 
Ms Charlton, a passionate arts advocate, is a member 
of the Primary Arts Network Ipswich (PANI), which 
won a 2007 Showcase Award for Excellence in 
Schools.  
 
Ms Charlton proposed the Numbellie Seat project to 
her PANI colleagues and they responded 
enthusiastically to the idea.  
 
“We already have our own beautiful mosaic seat here 
at Karalee State School which was the result of a 
previous grant,” Ms Charlton said. 
 
“That experience was so rewarding that I thought it 
would be a great project for PANI to initiate through 
the Indigenous Lighthouse Grants.  
 
“We’re using the seat here at school as a model, but 
this time we’re involving the whole community.” 
 
Six other local schools have jumped on board to 
contribute to the mosaic seat — Leichhardt, Fernvale, 
Kruger, Blair and Lowood State Schools and Ipswich 
State High School.  
 
“The word ‘numbellie’ is the Yuggera peoples’ word 
for ‘everybody’,” Ms Charlton said. 
 
“So it is fitting to see Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
students working together with teachers, teacher-
aides, parents and artists to produce this wonderful 
art installation for the whole community to enjoy.” 

 
Numbellie Seat Project team members Lee Fullarton and Cheryl 
Charlton, from Primary Arts Network Ipswich, Sandy Robertson and 
Maureen Randolf from Studio OzMosaics and artist Philip Gardiner 
pose on the Karalee State School mosaic seat. 
 

 
Students are working with local Indigenous storyteller 
Shannon Ruska and well-known Indigenous visual 
artist Philip Gardiner to interpret a local Indigenous 
dreaming story through art. 
 
This artwork will then be transformed into mosaic with 
the help of mosaic artist Sandy Robertson from Studio 
OzMozaics. 
 
Mr Gardiner has been impressed by the standard of 
the artwork produced by the students. 
 
“Some of the children’s artwork is outstanding,” Mr 
Gardiner said. “The teachers have been really 
surprised at some of the phenomenal drawings that 
the kids have done. 
 
“Everyone has been very positive — and the students 
have really looked forward to my visits. It’s been 
great.” 
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Storytelling with Shannon Ruska at Karalee State School. 

 
Ms Charlton said a project like this could have a 
lasting effect not just on those who participate but 
also on the community.  
 
“It’s a terrific opportunity for us to use storytelling and 
art to develop an increased understanding of, and 
respect for, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
cultures of Ipswich within the community,” she said. 
 
“It’s giving our Indigenous kids a real sense of pride. 
 
“The storytelling component increases their 
understanding of the importance of their roots, their 
country.  
 
“We have children here who don’t necessarily have 
that knowledge and understanding.” 
 
 
Below: Cruz Ventura works with mosaic artist Sandy Roberts 

 

 
Artist Philip Gardiner works with students at Karalee State School 
 
Cruz Ventura, a Year 6 student at Karalee State 
School, has enjoyed learning art techniques from 
Philip Gardiner and recognised the importance of 
learning more about his own culture. 
  
“I think it’s good for everybody to learn the culture of 
Aborigines. And I like sharing some of my culture with 
my friends who aren’t Indigenous,” he said. 
 
“I like how Philip draws the animals, and the special 
patterns he uses,” he said. “I’ve done some drawings 
of flowers, leaves, butterflies snakes and lizards for 
the mosaic.” 
 
Crystal Johnson, also in Year 6 at Karalee, is looking 
forward to the transformation of the artwork into 
mosaic. It will tell the dreaming story of the creation of 
her local area — the country of the Yuggera, Jagera 
and Ugurapul people.  
 
“I’m enjoying everything about the project — but 
making the mosaic will be awesome,” Crystal said. 
 
Ms Charlton has been impressed by the enthusiasm 
of all the participants and is especially grateful to the 
Ipswich City Council for their support. “The Council’s 
been really supportive — from our local councillor to 
the manager of parks and landscape architects,” she 
said. “They have set aside a beautiful spot for our 
seat within the wildlife enclosure in Queens Park, so it 
is really become a community project in every sense. 
It is pretty exhausting at times, but absolutely 
rewarding and wonderful too!” 


