Form B:  Criteria for Enrolment in Special Schools

Student’s Name:__________________________

	This form is read from left to right: beginning at STEP ONE, Criteria MUST be met in each column before progressing to the next column (otherwise student is ineligible to enrol). 

	STEP ONE
	STEP TWO
	STEP THREE
	STEP FOUR
	STEP FIVE

	The student is Eligible ▼ for enrolment in an EQ school; and, ►
	The Disability ▼ is a problem of body function or structure (WHO ICF); and, ►
	The Nature ▼ of the disability is severe and requires significant educational support needs; and, ►
	The diagnosis is Verified ▼ according to EQ guidelines; and, ►
	The Minister has endorsed the following criteria to assist in determining whether the adjustments made at this Special School will meet the prospective educational needs of the student (E(GP)A 2006 section 165 (2)).

	All students applying to enrol in any State school must meet the eligibility criteria as outlined in the E(GP)A 2006. 
	Section 165 (2) of the Education (General Provisions) Act 2006 requires approval by the Minister of a policy stating the criteria to be considered in deciding whether a person is a person with a disability. Disability, in relation to a person, is defined under the DDA. 
	A valid and comprehensive assessment of the impact of a disability on a student’s functioning considers a variety of personal, clinical and social statements including cultural and linguistic diversity, differences in communication and behavioural factors. 
	Verification is the process for determining that a diagnosis complies with EQ criteria for one of the six disability categories.
	An adjustment is a measure or action taken to assist a student with a disability to participate in education and training on the same basis as other students. An adjustment is reasonable if it does this while taking into account the student’s learning needs and balancing the interests of all parties affected, including those of the student with the disability, the education provider, staff and other students. (DSE 2005) 

	The student meets all standard criteria of entry requirements for enrolment into an EQ State school, in that:
	The student has, or is likely to be, diagnosed with a disability or condition which is able to be categorised in at least one of the following:
	Significant support in the development of communication skills and/or academic skills and/or cognitive skills and/or fine and gross motor skills and/or self-care, and/or life skills and/or socialisation skills is characterised by:
	The disability or condition has, or is likely to be, verified and authorised using the following set of EQ  guidelines:
	The decision to allow enrolment into an Education Queensland special school will depend on a number of factors relating to student needs & available levels of support:

	Section one

1. □ they have provided satisfactory evidence that the applicant is eligible to apply for enrolment at a Queensland school.  (Eg  a birth certificate, rates notice, a lease agreement, a positive notice issued by Education Queensland, Australian citizenship document, Permanent Residence status or eligibility under a Visa Category);
and 

2. □ the previous school will have forwarded a Transfer Note 
and 

3. □ they are not currently under suspension or suspension pending an exclusion or have not completed a period of suspension at another school;
and

4. □ they have not exhausted their 24 semester allocation (if they have, refer to Allocation of State Education Procedure);

and

5. □ they meet minimum age requirements for enrolment in a Queensland state school
	Section one

1. □  total or partial loss of the person's bodily or 

mental functions

2. □  total or partial loss of a part of the body

3. □  the presence in the body of organisms causing disease or illness

4. □  the presence in the body of organisms capable of causing disease or illness

5. □  the malfunction, malformation or disfigurement of a part of the person's body

6. □  a disorder or malfunction that results in the person learning differently from a person without the disorder or malfunction

7. □  a disorder, illness or disease that affects a person's thought processes, perception of reality, emotions or judgment or that results in disturbed behaviour

________________________________________________

Section two

and includes a disability that:

1. □  presently exists; or
2. □  previously existed but no longer exists; or
3. □  may exist in the future; or
4. □  is imputed to a person
	Section one

MUST INCLUDE: 

1. □ significantly sub-average intellectual functioning: an IQ of approximately 70 or below on an individually administered IQ test, existing concurrently with deficits in adaptive functioning (i.e., the person’s effectiveness in meeting the standards expected for his or her age by his or her cultural group) in at least two of the following areas: communication, self-care, home living, social/interpersonal skills, use of community resources, self-direction, functional academic skills, work, leisure, health and safety 
2. □ The onset is before age 18 years 

DSM IV-TR and EAP guidelines
3. □ Adversely affects educational performance
Section two

And could include:

1. □  the extent and impact of the physical  condition, and the consequent need for services which enable the student to access an educational program and participate in a meaningful way

2. □ behavioural or emotional responses in school programs are so different from appropriate age, culture or ethnic norms that the responses adversely effect educational performance, including academic, social, vocational and personal skills

	Section one

Intellectual, sensory, physical and neurological impairments are verified in accordance with the Education Adjustment Program (EAP): Guidelines and Procedures. Under criteria outlined in sections 3-8 of the Detailed Guidelines for Verification, a diagnosis and/or specialist assessment must be verified by an approved officer to ensure it meets departmental criteria. 

In accordance with these guidelines, when considering eligibility for enrolment in an EQ special school, a student with these impairments must be – 

1. □ approved through the departmental verification process for students with disabilities as part of the Education Adjustment Program
or

2. □ in the case of students who are new to EQ they are likely to be approved through the departmental verification process for students with disabilities as part of the Education Adjustment Program but are awaiting verification
or

3. □ in the case of a child who is of Prep eligible age with a diagnosis of a disability or suspected disability and significant educational support needs who requires a highly individualised program and are likely to be approved through the departmental verification process for students with disabilities as part of the Education Adjustment Program
	The principal, in collaboration with the parent/carer and the district Principal Advisor, Education Services (or representative), through an appraisal of educational support needs, and taking into consideration  – 

· all curriculum, mobility, social skills, personal care and 

communication needs;

· all supporting documentation from medical practitioners and 

other health and education professionals;

has supported that:

1. □ the special school has the appropriate specialisation area

 to cater for the support needs outlined above;

and

2. □  the specialist nature of the required support necessitates the provision of an individualised program, that requires a high frequency of adjustments to ensure that the student accesses the curriculum, and achieves learning outcomes; 

and

3. □ the level of frequency and intensity of adjustments is best provided in a special school;

and

4. □ the parents/carers are aware of the EQ inclusive education policy, and understand all options they have with regard to the array of educational programs and services available; 

and

5. □ it is the expressed desires of the parent/carer that their child attend a special school;

And possibly

6. □    the student is at a juncture in their education and a point of transition that would benefit from an individualised program, that requires a high frequency of adjustments 

	       All of the Five criteria outlined above are met before moving to STEP TWO
	    At least One of the criteria in each section above are met before moving to STEP THREE
	   At least the First Two criteria are met before moving to STEP FOUR
	    One of the Three criteria outlined above are met before moving to STEP FIVE
	The first Five of the Six criteria outlined above must be met before SCHOOL PRINCIPAL SUPPORTS

	Special School Principal Support:                                                        Signature:                                                                                    Date:

	Principal Education Officer Student Services Support:                     Signature:                                                                                    Date:

	Principal Advisor Education Services Approval:                                Signature:                                                                                    Date: 


Uncontrolled copy. Refer to SMS-PR-027: Enrolment in State Primary, Secondary and Special Schools at http://education.qld.gov.au/strategic/eppr/students/smspr027/ for master.
TRIM 08/91885     Page 1 of 1

