What is meant by “compulsory schooling”?
Two sections of the legislation governing schooling in Queensland (the Education (General Provisions) Act 2006) help us understand compulsory schooling:

1. the definition of compulsory school age

2. the parents’ obligations 

Compulsory School Age means if the child is at least 6 years (in 2007) or 6 years 6 months (from 2008) and less than 16 or completes Year 10, whichever is sooner.

Chapter 9 of the Education (General Provisions) Act 2006 is about Compulsory schooling. Part 1 Division 1 explains the parents’ obligations.

Section 176  “Obligation of each parent” of the legislation states:

(1) “Each parent of a child who is of compulsory school age must –

(a) ensure the child is enrolled at a State school or non-State school; and

(b) ensure the child attends the State school or non-State school, on every school day, for the educational program in which the child is enrolled;

unless the parent has a reasonable excuse.”

(2)  “Without limiting subsection (1), it is a reasonable excuse for a parent (the relevant parent) that –

(a) The child lives with another parent and the relevant parent believes, on reasonable grounds, that the other parent is complying with subsection (1); or

(b) In all the circumstances, the relevant parent is not reasonably able to control the child’s behaviour to the extent necessary to comply with subsection (1).”
The compulsory schooling requirements do not apply for 

· a child who may carry on an activity other than attending a State or non-State school under a law of the Commonwealth

· a child who is provisionally registered, or registered, for home education, or if an application has been made for registration of the child for home education and the applicant has not been given notice of the decision on the application (s199)

· a child who is excluded from all state schools (s200(1)(a))

· a child who is excluded from a particular state school during the time reasonably required after the exclusion for the child’s parent to arrange the child’s enrolment with another state or non-state school or to provisionally register or register the child for home education (s200 (1)(b))
· a child who is excluded from particular state school/s during the time reasonably required after the exclusion, for the child’s parent to arrange the child’s enrolment with a state school not affected by the exclusion or a non-state school; or to provisionally register or register the child for home education

· a child for whom an application for enrolment at a state school has been made and the applicant has not been given notice of the decision on the application (s203)

· a child who is, or for whom an arrangement has been made for the child to become an apprentice or trainee under the VETE Act (s204).

The compulsory attendance obligations do not apply for:
· a child who is suspended from a state school at which the child is enrolled, while the child is suspended and the child’s access to an educational program under sections 286(2) or 291 has not been arranged (s200(2)(a))

· a child who is suspended from a non-state school at which the child is enrolled, while the child is suspended

· a child who, for not more than 10 consecutive school days, is too ill to attend the state school or non-state school at which they are enrolled (s201)

· a child who is prevented from attending school because of a direction, declaration, order or requirement made under an Act or other law about an infectious or contagious disease (s202)

· a child for whom an application for enrolment at a state school has been made (s203).

Young people who are past the compulsory school age may be in the compulsory participation phase. For clarification of this see What is meant by the compulsory participation phase?. 

