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1.
BACKGROUND
In January 2004, a Partnership Agreement: Educating Children and Young People in the Care of the State was developed to foster increased inter-agency collaboration between Education Queensland and the former Department of Families. The Partnership Agreement is a commitment to providing safe and stable educational experiences that enable students in out-of-home care to achieve their individual educational goals. Ultimately, it will increase the educational participation, retention and attainment of students in out-of-home care. The Partnership Agreement can be found at: http://education.qld.gov.au/students/incare/docs/pshipagrmnt.pdf.
To implement the Partnership Agreement, the Department of Education and Training and the Department of Communities (Child Safety Services) share information and engage in a collaborative planning process to produce Education Support Plans for students in out-of-home care.
2.
EDUCATION SUPPORT FUNDING PROGRAM
The Department of Communities (Child Safety Services) makes funds available under the Education Support Funding Program (ESFP) to the Department of Education and Training (DET) to enhance education support services for students in out-of-home care. DET allocates a portion of its ESFP funds to the Queensland Catholic Education Commission and to Independent Schools Queensland to distribute to schools in those sectors. The allocation of ESFP funds to sectors is determined by the number of students with an ESP identified annually.

In order for a student to be considered for the Education Support Funding Program, the student must have a completed ESP (see Section 3) which identifies individualised needs and strategies which require funding to meet the student’s educational goals. Not all students who have an ESP will require funding from the Education Support Funding Program therefore funding should be allocated on a needs basis rather than on an equal quota per student.
Assistance under the ESFP must be linked to goals identified through the Education Support Planning process, with Education Support Plans (ESPs) as the trigger for identifying appropriate strategies to address priority education needs for these students.

Types of financial assistance available under the ESFP
Priorities for educational support need to be considered after assessing all the needs of the student. Some of the required support will already be available in the school or through Education Queensland resources, or through other government departments, for example Queensland Health or Department of Communities. Other services may be available from non-government providers, such as youth or counselling services. Careful consideration needs to be given to accessing services already available to students through regular Education Queensland services and programs, before applying for ESFP funding to provide additional support services.

In addition to the fortnightly caring allowance provided to foster and kinship carers to meet needs of students in out-of-home care, the ESFP provides two categories of assistance:

1. Education Support – Child Related Costs
Responsibility for administering this component rests with the Department of Communities (Child Safety Services) through the Child Related Costs processes.  Full details of the type of education related costs that can be supported are outlined in the department’s policy – P599-1 Child Related Costs: Education Support.  Examples include – case plan approved fees, vocational training fees and expenses, tutorial assistance, specified electives and teaching aids that will assist in meeting the educational needs of the student. 

2. School-Based Support Services and Programs
Responsibility for administering this component rests with the Department of Education and Training. Funds may be provided to implement school based services and programs such as:

· literacy and numeracy support

· technological and medical aids or equipment

· mentoring or coaching programs 

· priority access to learning, development and support services including transition programs, homework clubs, summer schools, camps, physical therapy services and counselling

· life skills programs

· carer support initiatives

· flexible/alternative education options

· activities for gifted and talented students.
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Expenditure of ESFP funding

The ESFP has been designed to offer financial assistance to support the goals and strategies outlined in the ESPs of students in out-of-home care. All funding is to be utilised for the purpose for which funds have been approved, and any variations to this must be approved in writing by the regional officer who approved the ESFP funding allocation to the school. It is expected that schools will expend all ESFP funds within the financial year in which they are allocated. 
Funds may also be used to build local capacity to deliver a co-ordinated program or service.  This component is focussed on the seamless delivery of services and as such will require, and help generate, a high level of consultation and collaboration across agencies through integrated case management.

Regions may also consider a contingency reserve to respond to emerging resource requirements of students in out-of-home care who require additional support. This reserve would be used to respond to unanticipated needs requiring intensive support for a short period of time (e.g. needs related to school access and attendance or a student’s safety or wellbeing).
Transferability of ESFP funds

Should a student being supported by ESFP funds transfer to another state school within the same region and the funding has not been fully expended for that student, the receiving school can negotiate for the funds to be transferred to the new school. Should a student enrol in a school in a different region, the receiving school can apply for emergent funds held by their regional office, to support the child until a new ESP is developed and finalised. Funds should not be transferred from region to region. When a student transfers to a school out of the region or to a non-state school, unexpended ESFP funds are to be reallocated by the region to support other students in out-of-home care within that region (Contact your regional ESFP contact person for details of the arrangements).
Guidelines on the purchase of equipment and other assets using the ESFP funds

The ESFP program is not designed to provide assets for schools or individuals. The main focus is on the provision of programs and support. 

If equipment or other assets are to be purchased through ESFP funds, schools should follow the procedures outlined in ESM-PR-002: Equipment Management for Schools - http://education.qld.gov.au/strategic/eppr/equipment/esmpr002/. As with other school-owned equipment, responsibility for upkeep and repair lies with the school. Any equipment or special resources that are purchased for an individual student using ESFP funding and lent to them for their use should transfer with the student to their new school whether within the same region or a different region. When the student ceases to be enrolled at a state school in Queensland, the asset is retained by the school and may be used for another purpose, where possible supporting students in out-of-home care, such as being lent to another student. 

3.
EDUCATION SUPPORT PLANS

A central component of the collaborative planning process between DET and Child Safety Services is the development of an Education Support Plan for each student in out-of-home care. The plan identifies the educational goals of the student and identifies strategies and resources needed to achieve these goals which relate to the student’s participation, academic achievement and wellbeing. The school principal or nominee is responsible for the development, monitoring and review of the plan which is reviewed annually or more often if the circumstances of the student change significantly.

The Education Support Plan assists in the early identification of factors that may have negative impacts on the educational experience of the student. An early intervention approach enables strategies to be put in place to minimise the impact of these factors.

When should an Education Support Plan be completed?
To maximise opportunities for the student, the plan should be commenced on enrolment or following advice that a student who is already enrolled meets the following two mandatory criteria: 
1. A student must be in out-of-home care and subject to a Child Protection Order (CPO) granting custody or guardianship to the Chief Executive of the Department of Communities (Child Safety Services). This includes:

· Short term custody or guardianship order to the Chief Executive; and

· Long term guardianship order to the Chief Executive.

Out-of-home care arrangements include: foster care placement, kinship care placement, residential care placement, transitional care arrangements, or therapeutic residentials.

2. A student must be enrolled at a school in Year 1 to Year 12 (i.e. in the compulsory schooling or compulsory participation phase) and have not turned 18 years of age. Young people who turn 18 years of age should consult with their Child Safety Officer regarding a Transition from Care Plan. 

Note: The eligibility of students enrolled in Prep to receive ESFP funding is a regional decision. A student in Prep who is to be considered for ESFP must have an ESP developed. 
Out-of-home care arrangements including, but not limited to: 
· foster and kinship care placement;

· residential care placement (including Therapeutic Residential Services); 

· transitional care arrangements; and

· supported independent living.

Determination of Education Support Plan eligibility

Child Safety Services will determine whether a student meets the mandatory criteria to have an ESP completed.

Child Safety Services will notify the principal in writing that a student meets the criteria within the following time frames:

· before or at the time of enrolment at the school; or 

· if the student is already enrolled at the school, within one month of the student being subject to a Child Protection Order granting custody or guardianship to the Chief Executive of the Department of Communities (Child Safety Services). 

If the school becomes aware or reasonably believes that a student is in out-of-home care but has not been notified of this by Child Safety Services, the principal will contact the local Child Safety Service Centre to determine whether the student meets the mandatory criteria to have an ESP completed.

Child Safety Services will notify the principal in writing of any change in circumstances of a student which precludes their eligibility to access Education Support Funding. 
Children who do not meet Education Support Plan eligibility criteria

If Child Safety Services identifies that a student would benefit from educational planning but is not eligible to have an ESP completed, a separate process may be undertaken. This may include Child Safety Services being involved in educational planning for the student in collaboration with the school by completing the appropriate school individualised plan. This plan may be developed following a similar process as the development of an ESP and may include similar information to an ESP.  
Who will participate in developing an Education Support Plan?

The school principal or nominee is responsible for creating the plan and ensuring that the student is actively engaged in its development. Other key partners may include:

· the Child Safety Officer or CSSC representative

· school or education program representatives (e.g. principal, deputy principal, class teacher)

· carer/s

· parent/s

· someone the student trusts

· an Indigenous worker or community member, where appropriate

· school support staff, where appropriate (e.g. guidance officer, advisory visiting teacher, youth support coordinator)

· other representatives of agencies that provide services that may influence the educational program (e.g. health and mental health services; accommodation providers).

Developing an Education Support Plan
a. Gathering relevant data and information

The school principal or nominee, in collaboration with the Child Safety Service Centre, will identify the information that is needed to inform the plan. This may include:

· information from the student;

· information on the student’s prior educational attainment, extracurricular activities and learning support processes that may have been in place, such as an Individual Education Plan, Individual Behaviour Management Plan or Senior Education and Training Plan;

· information about support that the student may be accessing from other agencies; and

· identification of the key partners to be involved in the planning process.

b. Discussing needs with the student
The engagement of the student in this planning process is critical for a successful outcome. Therefore, before the Education Support Plan meeting, the school principal or nominee will discuss with the student:

· their educational aspirations, what they consider to be their current strengths and areas for improvement, and areas in which they think they may need additional support;

· the education support planning process;

· how they wish to be involved in the process and how they would like to be supported in their participation (e.g. if they choose to attend the meeting, whether they would like a support person to accompany them); and

· the identification of a person with whom they would feel comfortable discussing their progress and any emerging issues.

c. Conducting an Education Support Plan meeting with all partners

Based on the information gathered, the school principal or nominee will contact key partners and ask them to participate in a meeting to develop the Education Support Plan in collaboration with the student. Every effort should be made to have key partners attend the meeting. When face-to-face meetings are not possible, alternative methods such as teleconferencing can be used.

The school principal or nominee will ensure that the partners are aware of the purpose of the meeting and know what they should bring to the meeting. This may include information about:

· programs and support services currently in place for the student
· key issues that may affect the  student’s educational aspirations

· the range of resources and support services available.

The school principal or nominee will facilitate the meeting to establish:

· the educational goals for the student
· strategies for achieving these goals, taking into account required and available resources

· who will be responsible for implementing the strategies or providing identified resources or support services

· the timelines for implementing the plan and monitoring strategies

· when a formal review of the plan will occur.

The meeting will also identify a person that the student trusts to support them.

Where a student chooses not to attend the meeting, their views and educational goals should still be communicated at the meeting. This may occur by the principal, CSO, carer or other invitee ascertaining their views prior to the meeting.

d. Documenting the Education Support Plan

The Education Support Plan can be documented as part of the student’s Individual Student Plan in OneSchool within the Specific Educational Requirements module. Alternatively, schools may choose to use an ESP template 
Attachment 1 provides some examples of strategies that could be implemented as part of the ESP process to support participation, academic achievement and well being. 

When the ESP has been completed it needs to be signed off by all parties who attended the Education Support Planning meeting or review, including the principal and the relevant Child Safety Service Centre representative. 
Attachment 2 is a checklist available to assist in the development of ESPs. 
Attachment 3 details the Education Support Planning Phases. 
Attachment 4 outlines possible funding sources to be considered when developing an ESP.
Implementing, monitoring and reviewing the agreed Education Support Plan

The school principal or nominee is responsible for monitoring the implementation of the plan. As a part of this monitoring role, the school principal or nominee will:

· make regular informal contact with the student and discuss progress towards goals;

· regularly meet teacher/s and key partners in the plan to discuss progress and any emerging issues;

· be alert to emergent circumstances that may indicate the need to review the plan; and

· formally review the plan at least once a year.

Changes in circumstances that may trigger a review

To ensure that the Education Support Plan is responsive to a student’s particular learning needs and reflects their current circumstances, the school principal or nominee will organise a formal review of the plan in response to any significant change in the student’s circumstances. Significant changes in circumstances may include but are not limited to:
· Achievement of goals

When a student in out-of-home care has achieved the goals agreed upon in their plan, key partners will review the goals and develop new strategies.

· Additional support required to achieve goals
If the student in out-of-home care is experiencing difficulty in achieving the goals agreed upon in their plan through the current strategies, key partners will review strategies and resources.

· Unexplained absence from school

Where the student has been absent from school without explanation, a review may be required to identify appropriate strategies to re-engage that student.
· Change in school enrolment

The transient nature of schooling for many students in out-of-home care means that a smooth transition into a new school is critical for engaging with their school community. If students re-enrol in school after being absent for a significant time, special consideration needs to be given to their placement in an appropriate year level and educational program.
· Transition to senior schooling

When students enter the senior phase of schooling, an Education Support Plan meeting is required to establish a Senior Education and Training Plan – see  CRP-PR-001: Senior Education and Training Plans http://education.qld.gov.au/strategic/eppr/curriculum/crppr001/

· Changes in care circumstances
Changes in the care circumstances of the student will require the plan to be updated with new details and, if necessary, specific strategies to deal with the changed circumstances.
· Increased risk of suspension or exclusion
At times, a student may be at increased risk of school disciplinary absences and key partners will be required to review strategies and resources to prevent exclusion or suspension. Early intervention and management of potential challenges will reduce the risk of suspension, exclusion and other interruptions to schooling. 
4. 
ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
Student Services Branch in Central Office is responsible for the administration of the Education Support Funding Program within DET. It receives the ESFP funds from the Department of Communities biannually and allocates funds to Education Queensland regions, the Queensland Catholic Education Commission and Independent Schools Queensland.  
Student Services Branch is responsible for reporting of: the expenditure of program funds; strategies implemented; and outcomes achieved for children and young people in out-of-home care who are attending Queensland state schools. DET is required to report to a range of internal and external stakeholders. A data collection process is conducted with all state schools annually to gather information on students eligible for an ESP, including when it was developed and if ESFP funds have been used to support the student.
Regions are responsible for: 

· networking with Child Safety Services officers to facilitate the ready flow of appropriate information to schools about children in out-of-home care eligible for an ESP, and to seek their input into regional decision making processes about the allocation of ESFP funds

· coordinating a regional process for seeking applications and allocating ESFP funds to schools to support students with an ESP

· establishing and maintaining an emergent/contingency fund to implement strategies to address unplanned or unexpected needs of students in out-of-home care
· nominating an ESFP Contact Officer to support schools to implement the ESFP 
· ensuring that all funds are expended in accordance with the implementation guidelines to support students’ ESP goals of participation, academic achievement and well being
· monitoring the school expenditure of ESFP funds to ensure any unspent funds allocated to schools in the region in support of students in out-of-home care who have subsequently transferred to another region/sector are reallocated within the region to support other students in out-of-home care in a timely manner 
· reporting to Student Services Branch at the end of each financial year and at other times as required, on the ESFP funds provided to the region, their utilisation and outcomes
· providing to Student Services Branch annually, using the template supplied, two to three case studies selected by the region, which highlight the issues requiring educational support as outlined in the ESP, the goals, intervention strategies and outcomes achieved
· receiving and collating data from schools about students eligible for an ESP  

· supporting the annual ESFP data collection from schools.
Schools are responsible for:

· receiving and acting on advice from Child Safety Services on the eligibility of a student reported to be in out-of-home care to have a current ESP and be eligible to access ESFP

· seeking advice locally from Child Safety Services directly or indirectly through the regional ESFP contact officer, on the eligibility of a student reported to be in out-of-home care to have a current ESP
· taking action to seek advice from Child Safety Services when enrolling a student if there are indications that the student may be in out-of-home care

· developing an ESP including goals, strategies and required resources with one month of the school principal being advised that a student in out-of-home care is eligible for an ESP and access to ESFP funding

· ensuring that ESPs are reviewed at least once a year or in response to any significant change in the circumstances of the student 

· considering how available school resources may support the student’s ESP goals concerning participation, academic achievement and well being, and if appropriate apply through the regional processes to obtain ESFP funds in support of the student’s ESP
· submitting funding applications, as required, to the regional office
· ensuring that ESFP funds allocated to the school are spent in accordance with ESFP funding guidelines

· monitoring the expenditure of ESFP funds at the school to ensure that any unspent funds are returned to the region and reallocated in a timely manner
· monitoring student records to ensure that when the school has received funds to support the education of a student in out-of-home care, and that student transfers to another state school within the region, arrangements are made to transfer any residual funding to the new school. If the student transfers to a state school outside the region or to a school in another sector, the principal is to advise the ESFP Contact Officer so that the residual ESFP funds are reallocated by the region to other students within the ESFP program
· transferring resources listed on the school’s Asset Register, which were purchased with ESFP funding and used specifically by a student in out-of-home care, to the student’s new school to ensure the student’s continued access to and use of that resource
· monitoring the progress of the student by making contact with the student and discussing their progress towards goals
· providing accurate data about students eligible for an ESP enrolled in the school, including information about the effectiveness of strategies supporting students in out-of-home care and outcomes achieved in the annual ESP data collection and at other times when requested.
5. 
FURTHER INFORMATION
Further information about the Education Support Funding Program and Education Support Plans is available in information sheets located on the Student Services website:

http://education.qld.gov.au/students/incare/infosheets.html 
Information on how costs for students in out-of-home care should be met can be located in the Money Matters publication on the Department of Communities website:

http://www.communities.qld.gov.au/resources/childsafety/foster-care/carer-handbook-money-matters.pdf
Information on Federal Government allowances and benefits can be located on the Department of Communities website:
http://www.communities.qld.gov.au/resources/childsafety/foster-care/carer-handbook-benefits.pdf 
Department of Education and Training provides assistance to parents and carers of secondary school age students to contribute towards the cost of textbooks and learning resources. For further information see Textbook and Resource Allowance - Policy and Procedures: State Schools:

http://education.qld.gov.au/schools/grants/state/core/textbook.html
Attachment 1
EXAMPLES OF STRATEGIES THAT MAY BE IMPLEMENTED BY SCHOOLS UNDER THE EDUCATION SUPPORT FUNDING PROGRAM
	Participation

Enhancing access, attendance and engagement in education program
	Wellbeing

Meeting social, emotional and physical needs
	Academic Achievement

Meeting learning support needs

	· Social problem solving / skills

· Resilience / anti-bullying 

· Playground support 

· Positive behaviour support 

· Peer Mentoring

· Youth support worker

· Social worker

· Guidance officer

· Teacher aide support for specific programs

· Self-discipline habit-building

· Curriculum integration of student interests

· Enhanced home - school communication

· Involvement in sporting activities

· Involvement in cultural activities

· Teaching strategies - supportive classroom environment


	· Mental health program

· Social skills

· Personal development

· Guidance and counselling

· Adaptive and assistive technology support

· Work experience program

· Life skills

· Support from external agency

· Assertiveness and respect development

· Positive behaviour support

· Self-harm prevention

· Anger and aggression management

· Disability Services

· Therapy program

· Involvement in sporting activities


	· Modified academic development plan

· Tutoring

· Teacher support for specific programs

· Teacher aide support for specific programs

· Peer tutoring

· Independent research projects

· Curriculum integration of student interests

· Homework clubs

· Vacation program

· Transition planning

· Support Teacher: literacy and numeracy

· Educational Adjustment Program

· ESL support

· Enrichment program

· Curriculum-specific material resources

· Alteration / adaptation of physical environment

· Adaptive and assistive technology support

· Specialist staff intervention

· Teaching strategies – effective classroom adjustments to promote academic inclusion and achievement


Attachment 2
Education Support Plan Checklist
Before a student in out-of-home care enrols in a state school the Department of Communities (Child Safety Services) should contact the EQ Regional Office to discuss the most appropriate placement.

Upon enrolment the Principal should make contact with the Child Safety Officer (CSO) and/or the local Child Safety Service Centre (CSSC) to begin the Education Support Planning process.

Checklist


(
Involve the student in the development of their ESP


(
Check if the student had an ESP at their previous school or education facility – if so, get a 
copy


(
Begin informal discussions about the educational needs of the student and the services 
available in or through the school, other government departments and the
community


(
Plan the ESP meeting in consultation with the Child Safety Officer or other professional 
from the relevant Child Safety Service Centre

· Time and venue – usually at the school / education facility

· Who should attend? – from school, home, CSSC, community

· What educational needs have already been identified?

· What may be realistic goals for this student?


(
Agree on a Needs Statement or statements that focus on Literacy/Numeracy and any other 
critical area/s for intervention


(
Set the agreed educational goals – for participation, wellbeing and academic 
achievement


(
Negotiate the strategies for home/school/community


(
Allocate the responsible person for each strategy


(
Consider the available resources to support the strategies


(
Decide what additional resources are required to meet the goals


(
Prioritise the resources that will be requested from School-Based Support Services and 
Programs ESFP funds and negotiate with CSO for 
funds requested from Education 
Support - Child Related Costs where appropriate
( 
Document the ESP as part of the student’s Individual Student Plan in OneSchool. 
Alternatively, schools may choose to use an ESP template. Arrange for all signatures on 
the ESP 
(
Provide copies of the ESP to all stakeholders (including the student) and notify them of 
funding decisions.
Attachment 3
EDUCATION SUPPORT PLANNING PHASES

Goal:  To increase the educational participation, retention and attainment of students in out-of-home care through collaboration between the Department of Education and Training and the Department of Communities (Child Safety Services).
	
	Phase 1 – Getting Started
	Phase 2 – Planning for success
	Phase 3 – Reaching Potential
	Phase 4 – Achieving a qualification

	Intent
	When the student is placed under a child protection order that grants guardianship or custody to the Chief Executive of the Department of Communities (Child Safety Services (ChSS)), the Department of Education and Training (DET) will work with ChSS in engaging the student in an educational program.
	Within one month of the CSSC notifying the school principal in writing that a student in out-of-home care is eligible for an ESP and may access ESFP funding, the principal will finalise an ESP to help the student reach his/her full potential.
	Throughout their enrolment the principal or nominee will monitor the progress of the student toward the goals and targets specified in the ESP, and at regular intervals will instigate informal and formal review processes. Formal reviews must occur at least once per year. 
	Using the ESP Process, student’s in out-of-home care will develop Senior Education and Training Plans (SETPs) that map out a personal learning pathway to a valued qualification.

	Actions
	The Child Safety Service Centre (CSSC) will send written notification to the school principal that a student in out-of-home care is eligible for an ESP and may access ESFP funding.
	Principal or nominee will lead the development of the ESP and ensure plans are completed within one month of written notification from the CSSC that a student in out-of-home care is eligible for an ESP and may access ESFP funding. 
	Principal or nominee will monitor the progress of the student in out-of-home care by:

· making informal contact at least once a fortnight with the student and discussing their progress toward goals

· meeting regularly with teacher/s and key partners contributing to the ESP to discuss progress and any emerging issues

· being alert to circumstances that may lead to a review of the plan.
	Principal or nominee will organise the completion of a SETP for student’s in out-of-home care enrolled in Year 10 and for those in Years 11 and 12 who do not have a SETP.

	
	CSSC will contact the DET Regional Office to discuss those students who may require special consideration in accessing an educational program.  This may include students with a disability, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, and students subject to school disciplinary absences. 
	Principal or nominee will collaborate with the CSSC and others relevant to the individual case to gather data and information to inform the development of an ESP.
	Principal or nominee will organise a formal review at least once a year or in response to any significant change in the circumstances of the student.
	Principal or nominee will convene an ESP meeting to develop the SETP by engaging those partners involved in the learning experiences of the student.

	
	CSSC will liaise with Queensland Transport to identify school transport arrangements that enable the student to attend the nominated school.
	Principal or nominee will actively engage the student in the ESP process and ensure that their views and ideas are considered and integrated into the plan.
	Principal or nominee will organise a formal review of the ESP in response to any significant change in the circumstances of the student, including:

· achievement of goals

· additional support required to achieve goals

· unexplained absences from school

· change in school enrolment 

· change in care circumstances

· transition to senior school

· increased risk of suspension or exclusion.
	Principal or nominee will lead the development of the SETP.

	
	CSSC, as part of the case planning framework, will collaborate with the school principal to identify and engage other agencies that may provide services to support the educational participation, retention, and achievement of the student.
	School principal or nominee will convene an ESP meeting to identify:

· the educational goals for the student
· strategies for achieving these goals taking into account required and available resources

· who will be responsible for implementing the strategies or providing identified resources or support service/s

· the timelines for implementing the plan and monitoring strategies and

· when a formal review of the plan will occur.
	CSSC and principal will notify each other and other agencies as needed, of changes in the status of student, or change in school enrolment, as soon as practical.
	Principal or nominee will engage the student in the SETP process and ensure that their views and ideas are considered and integrated into the plan.

	
	CSSC will inform the carer of the financial supports available to enable the full participation of the student in learning opportunities.
	School principal or nominee will ensure that the ESP extends and complements, rather than duplicates, any other education-related plans the student may have, such as Individual Education Plan, Individual Behaviour Management Plan, Support Plan, or Senior Education and Training Plan (SETP).
	
	Principal or nominee will ensure that the student’s ESP extends and complements, rather than duplicates, the SETP and any other education-related plans the student may have.

	
	
	Principal, Child Safety Officer (CSO), student, carer, parent will sign finalised ESP.  Copies of the ESP are held by each contributing partner.
	
	Principal or nominee will implement, monitor and organise periodic reviews of the SETP.

	
	
	School principal or nominee will implement, monitor and organise periodic reviews of the ESP.
	
	Principal, CSO, young person, carer, parent will sign finalised SETP.  Copies of the SETP are held by each contributing partner.

	Desired Outcome
	All students in out-of-home care are enrolled and participating in an educational program that meets their individual learning needs.
	All students in out-of-home care have an ESP, that plans for the student’s successful progression through education within one month of enrolment or following advice that they are in out-of-home care.
	All student’s participate in regular reviews of their ESP to ensure that their plan reflects their current circumstances and is responsive to their particular learning needs.
	All children and young people in out-of-home care are supported to complete a Senior Certificate or Certificate III vocational qualification.


Attachment 4

	STRATEGY - Before applying for ESFP funding to provide additional support services, careful consideration needs to be given to accessing services already available to students through regular Education Queensland services and programs. 
	Funding Source

	
	DET
	DoC
	Carer
	Other

	Meeting learning support needs 

	ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
	Modify academic development plan
	(
	
	
	

	
	Tutoring *
	(
	(
	
	

	
	Teacher support for specific programs
	(
	
	
	

	
	Peer tutoring
	(
	
	
	

	
	Curriculum integration of students interests
	(
	
	
	

	
	Homework clubs
	(
	
	
	

	
	Vacation program
	
	(
	(
	

	
	Transition planning
	(
	(
	
	

	
	Support teacher: Learning difficulties
	(
	
	
	

	
	Educational Adjustment Profile
	(
	
	
	

	
	ESL support
	(
	
	
	

	
	Enrichment program
	(
	
	
	

	
	Curriculum-specific material resources
	(
	
	
	

	
	Adaptation and assistive technology support
	(
	
	
	

	
	Specialist staff intervention
	(
	
	
	

	Meeting social, emotional and physical needs

	WELLBEING
	Mental health program
	
	(
	
	(

	
	Social and Life skills
	(
	
	
	

	
	Personal development
	(
	
	
	

	
	Guidance and counselling
	(
	
	
	

	
	Adaptive and assistive technology support
	(
	
	
	

	
	Work experience program
	(
	
	
	

	
	Positive behaviour support
	(
	
	
	

	
	Self-harm prevention
	(
	
	
	

	
	Anger and aggression management
	(
	
	
	

	
	Therapy program
	(
	
	
	

	Enhancing access, attendance and engagement in education programs

	PARTICIPATION 
	Social problem solving/skills
	(
	
	
	

	
	Travel to and from school *
	(
	
	(
	(

	
	Resilience/anti-bullying 
	(
	
	
	

	
	School lunches
	
	
	(
	

	
	Playground support
	(
	
	
	

	
	School Uniforms *
	
	(
	(
	

	
	Positive behaviour support
	(
	
	
	

	
	Peer Mentoring
	(
	
	
	

	
	Youth support worker
	(
	
	
	

	
	Social Worker
	(
	
	
	

	
	Guidance Officer
	(
	
	
	

	
	Teacher aide support for specific programs
	(
	
	
	

	
	Curriculum integration of student interests
	(
	
	
	

	
	Enhanced home-school communication
	(
	
	(
	

	
	Involvement in sporting activities *
	
	(
	(
	

	
	Involvement in cultural activities
	(
	
	
	

	
	Teaching strategies – supportive classroom environment
	(
	
	
	

	
	School access programs
	(
	
	
	

	
	School Excursions *
	
	(
	(
	


*Additional information provided below
Additional information relating to funding sources:

Medical-specialist-mental health

Carer:

One-off specialist appointments are covered in the Fortnightly Caring Allowance.

Department of Communities (Child Safety Services):

This account provides financial support for expenses incurred when a student requires on-going specialist assessment and/or treatment that is psychiatric or psychological in nature.

Medial-specialist-physical health 

Carer: 

One-off specialist appointments are covered in the Fortnightly Caring Allowance.

Department of Communities (Child Safety Services):

This category is to be used when a student requires ongoing specialist assessment and/or treatment as part of ongoing medical treatment for physical health needs (eg. Speech therapy, physiotherapy, mobility aids etc) as recommended by a general practitioner, specialist or other qualified professional.

Recreation Costs

Carer:

Apart from one school camp each year all recreation costs are covered in the Fortnightly Caring Allowance.

Department of Communities (Child Safety Services):

Client Support – recreation costs is an account that can be used for recreation costs for a student in out-of-home care who demonstrates a talent and/or ability for a particular activity that should be encouraged as part of their development, for example district or state representation, coaching, music lessons, art classes etc.

School Excursions

Carer:

General school excursion costs are included in the Fortnightly Caring Allowance.

Department of Communities (Child Safety Services):

One school camp per student per school year will be funded through Education Support.

School Transport Assistance Scheme

Queensland Transport:

Queensland Transport provided the School Transport Assistance Scheme – one of the largest assistance programs available to eligible students travelling to primary and secondary schools.

Eligibility can be based on either distance the student lives from their school or their financial disadvantage.

The following types of assistance are available to students who meet the eligibility guidelines:

· rail transport;

· kilometre-based school services (bus or ferry);

· fare-based school services (bus or ferry);

· safety-net assistance (Health Care Card holders);

· conveyance allowance (where primate arrangements are put in place);

· assistance for isolated students.

For more information, visit www.transport.qld.gov.au and look for ‘Assistance and services’. You can also call Queensland Transport on 13 23 80.

Education Queensland:

Education Queensland provides transport assistance for students with disabilities where it is warranted by the needs of student and the circumstances of the family.

For more information, visit www.education.qld.gov.au and look for ‘school transport’.

School Uniforms

Carer: 

The Fortnightly Caring Allowance covers the costs of one school outfitting per school year.  

Department of Communities (Child Safety Services): 

Access to additional financial support for school uniforms due to extraordinary circumstances will be determined on a case by case basis.

Examples where additional funding may be considered includes, but are not limited to:

· successive placement changes and/or exclusions necessitating changes of school within the school year;

· damaged or loss of school clothing; or

· in circumstances where a carer has had a student placed with them at the beginning of a school year and had no capacity to budget and cover the expenditure.

This category may be used for the payment of all costs associated with a student’s standard school uniform, including: hat; school shoes; school bag (if stipulated by the school); graduation clothes hire and school sports uniform.

Tutoring

Department of Communities (Child Safety Services):

Provides financial support for a student who requires additional tutoring outside school as part of an approved case plan and ESP.  In some instances, tutoring may also be arranged as a process to assist a student’s re-integration to mainstream education.

Students must be assessed as being in need of additional educational tutoring by an Education Queensland specialist or other relevant qualified professional.

The qualifications of the proposed individual employed to tutor the student must also be reviewed and assessed as appropriate.

The Child Safety Service Centre manager may approve payment for periods of up to six months or as stipulated in the ESP.

Vocational Training

Department of Communities (Child Safety Services):

For the payment of case plan approved fees and the cost of course-related items for students to attend a vocational course, TAFE course, university or other tertiary institutions.

Education Support Plan


identifies goals to enhance educational outcomes 


and strategies needed to achieve the goals 





Where are strategies to be implemented - HOME or SCHOOL environment?





HOME Ee





   SCHOOL





School resources and additional funding under School-Based Support services and programs costs 


(DET)











Fortnightly Caring Allowance and additional funding under


Education Support – 


Child related costs


(Child Safety Services)
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