Queensland Government

2026 Queensland Quantum Challenge - Curriculum Alignment to
Australian Curriculum V9 - Cross-Curriculum Priorities -
Sustainability (Years 9 and 10)

The Cross-Curriculum Priorities - Sustainability introduction, and organising ideas
provided below in bold align to the 2026 Queensland Quantum Challenge. Greyed-out
text indicates no alignment.

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum-information/understand-this-cross-
curriculum-priority/sustainability

Introduction

Sustainability addresses the ongoing capacity of Earth to maintain all life. Sustainable
patterns of living seek to meet the needs of the present generation without
compromising the needs of future generations.

Actions to improve sustainability may be individual or collective endeavours
shared across local, national and global communities. They necessitate a renewed
and balanced approach to the way humans interact with each other and the
environment. Actions should reflect values of care, respect and responsibility, and
require individuals and communities to recognise, adapt to and manage change.

Young people require the knowledge and skills to engage with contemporary

issues such as climate change, biodiversity loss, equitable access to resources,
and preservation of cultural and language diversity. They are looking for social,
economic and political models that provide solutions to these issues.

The Sustainability cross-curriculum priority explores the knowledge, skills, values and
world views necessary for people to act in ways that contribute to a sustainable future.
Designing solutions and actions for a sustainable future requires an understanding of
the ways environmental, social and economic systems interact, and an ability to make
balanced judgements based on present and future impacts.

The Sustainability cross-curriculum priority is futures-oriented and encourages
students to reflect on how they interpret and engage with the world. It is designed to
raise student awareness about informed action to create a more environmentally and
socially just world.
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Sub-elements and Levels

Years 9 and 10 Cross-Curriculum Priorities

Systems

All life forms, including human life, are connected through Earth’s systems (geosphere,
biosphere, hydrosphere and atmosphere) on which they depend for their wellbeing and
survival. (S51)

Sustainable patterns of living require the responsible use of resources, maintenance of clean
air, water and soils, and preservation or restoration of healthy environments. (552)

Social, economic and political systems influence the sustainability of Earth’s systems. (SS3)

World views

World views that recognise the interdependence of Earth’s systems, and value diversity,
equity and social justice, are essential for achieving sustainability. (SW1)

World views are formed by experiences at personal, local, national and global levels, and are
linked to individual, community, business and political actions for sustainability. (SW2)

Design

Sustainably designed products, environments and services aim to minimise the impact on or
restore the quality and diversity of environmental, social and economic systems. (SD1)

Creative and innovative design is integral to the identification of new ways of sustainable
living. (SD2)

Sustainable design requires an awareness of place, past practices, research and technological
developments, and balanced judgements based on projected environmental, social and
economic impacts. (SD3)

Futures

Sustainable futures are achieved through informed individual, community, business and
political action that values local, national and global equity and fairness across generations
into the future. (SF1)

Sustainable futures require individuals to seek information, identify solutions, reflect on and
evaluate past actions, and collaborate with and influence others as they work towards a
desired change. (SF2)
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