Statement of
expectations:

Water safety
education

Student experience

The following
expectations apply
to all Queensland
state schools from
Prep to Year 6.

> All students will be provided with opportunities to engage in appropriate water safety activities to attain

competencies aligned to the National Swimming and Water Safety Framework.

> Participation in water safety programs is compulsory and should be a safe, positive and engaging experience for

all students.

> Water safety programs should meet all students’ needs in ways that are appropriate to their age, ability, maturity

and context.

Water safety programs must:

» provide opportunities for students to attain competencies aligned to the National Swimming and Water

Safety Framework

> include both classroom-based learning and water location learning across the band.

School planning

> The school community must be
consulted on the nature of all
school water safety programs
and activities and decide whether
programs will be facilitated by
school-based staff or external
providers.

> Aregistered teacher must be
appointed to maintain overall
responsibility for the activity,
even when external providers are
engaged to conduct the activity.

» Principals, in collaboration with
the adult supervisors of the
activity, determine a supervision
ratio that best fits their activity
context.

Schools must complete a risk
assessment that complies with
the requirements outlined in

the Curriculum Activity Risk
Assessment (CARA) guidelines for
the specific aquatic environment
(for example: swimming in pools
or swimming in locations other

than pools).

Collaboration must occur with
external providers engaged to
conduct the activity to identify
additional hazards, risks and
control measures. Consult the
CARA procedure for requirements
for recording risk assessments.

SELIVERING
FOR QUEENSLAND

> All adult supervisors must

receive induction on emergency
procedures (e.g. hand up for
assistance, raising alarm, rescue
process), safety procedures

(e.g. active and direct supervision
for each supervisory role, whistle
blasts and their meanings, water
entry/exit) and correct techniques.

Water safety programs and all
water-based activities should be
differentiated to meet the needs
of individual students. Programs
for students with additional needs
must be planned in collaboration
with parents and carers.

Queensland

Government



https://education.qld.gov.au/curriculum/stages-of-schooling/CARA/activity-guidelines/swimming-in-pools
https://education.qld.gov.au/curriculum/stages-of-schooling/CARA/activity-guidelines/swimming-locations-other-than-pools
https://education.qld.gov.au/curriculum/stages-of-schooling/CARA/activity-guidelines/swimming-locations-other-than-pools
https://education.qld.gov.au/curriculum/stages-of-schooling/CARA
https://www.royallifesaving.com.au/educate-participate/swimming/national-swimming-and-water-safety-framework
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Competency Water location learning: Insurance
benchmarks for Supervisor qualifications  requirements for
students Supervisors, including registered instructors

teachers, engaged to provide water
safety programs are to have, or be
enrolled in and working towards, a
swimming teacher qualification that
demonstrates the following units of

» Schools should use the
evidence-based benchmarks
in the National Swimming and
Water Safety Framework.

Departmental employees are
covered by the department's
public liability insurance when
conducting school-approved
activities. For non-departmental

» All Queensland schools have

competency:
access to the Department g / employees, schools need
of Education’s water safety » SISCAQUO023 — Plan to ensure the water safety
program. This program swimming lessons instructor or external provider
aligns to the evidence-based » SISCAQU024 — Teach water holds at least $10 million public
benchmarks in the National familiarisation, buoyancy and liability insurance.
Swimming and Water Safety mobility skills
Framework and the Australian » SISCAQUO25 — Teach water safety

Curriculum: Health and
Physical Education.

and survival skills

» SISCAQUO026 — Teach
swimming strokes

For further information, programs and support, schools may refer to the following organisations aligned
with the Australian Water Safety Council:

Roval Life Saving Surf Life Saving AUSTSWIM Swim Coaches & Teachers
Society Queensland Queensland Association



https://training.gov.au/training/details/SISCAQU023/unitdetails
https://training.gov.au/training/details/SISCAQU023/unitdetails
https://training.gov.au/training/details/SISCAQU024/unitdetails
https://training.gov.au/training/details/SISCAQU024/unitdetails
https://training.gov.au/training/details/SISCAQU024/unitdetails
https://training.gov.au/training/details/SISCAQU025/unitdetails
https://training.gov.au/training/details/SISCAQU025/unitdetails
https://training.gov.au/training/details/SISCAQU026/unitdetails
https://training.gov.au/training/details/SISCAQU026/unitdetails
https://intranet.qed.qld.gov.au/Services/Finance/Pages/insurance.aspx
https://intranet.qed.qld.gov.au/Services/Finance/Pages/insurance.aspx
https://rlssq.com.au/
https://rlssq.com.au/
http://lifesaving.com.au/
http://lifesaving.com.au/
http://www.austswim.com.au/
http://www.ascta.com/
http://www.ascta.com/

