
As set out in the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
languages statement, the Department of Education 
(the department) values and recognises the languages 
and ways of speaking of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander students, families and communities across 
Queensland. These languages are an important part of 
identity, culture and connection to family and Country.

Queensland is home to more than 100 distinct 
Aboriginal languages and Torres Strait Islander 
languages and ways of speaking.

Many Aboriginal families and Torres Strait Islander 
families are multilingual. Families may use:
•	 a traditional language, like Wik-Mungkan, Wakka 

Wakka, Kalaw Lagaw Ya, or Meriam Mir
•	 a new language, like Yarrie Lingo, Woorie Talk, or 

Yumplatok
•	 Aboriginal English or another variety of English that 

may not have a name
•	 Standard Australian English
•	 a combination of these languages.

When enrolling a child, parents and carers can help us 
to support their children’s learning and development by 
sharing information about the languages used in their 
family and community.

This information helps schools to:
•	 recognise and value a child’s language background
•	 support a child’s learning and development
•	 strengthen connections between home and school.

Sometimes, the language used by a family or community 
might not have a name. Parents and carers can still 
include these languages on the enrolment form if 
they choose, by describing it however they feel most 
comfortable. For example, they could write ‘home 
language’, ‘Murri talk’, or any other name or description 
they choose to use.

Recognising the languages in a child’s 
family and community
How to include family and community languages in a child’s 
enrolment information

https://education.qld.gov.au/student/Documents/aboriginal-torres-strait-islander-languages-statement.pdf
https://education.qld.gov.au/student/Documents/aboriginal-torres-strait-islander-languages-statement.pdf


Far North 
Queensland

North Queensland

Central Queensland

South East

Metropolitan North

Some of the languages spoken across Queensland

Mornington Island 
Mornington Island Creole

Torres Strait Islands 
Torres Strait Creole, Yumplatok

Camooweal

Cherbourg 
Mission talk, Cherbourg Lingo

Cunnamulla 
Murdi Goondiwindi 

Murri Talk

Kowanyama 
Kowanyama Talkbud 

Mareeba 

Normanton

St George 
Murdi

Woorabinda 
Woorie Talk

Yarrabah 
Yarrie Lingo

DoE staff can access posters for various lingos on OnePortal.



Application for student enrolment

[insert the language spoken at home]

Student information
In the Prospective student language details section, tick the ‘Yes, other’ box and add any languages the child speaks 
at home or in the community in the space provided.

[insert the language spoken at home]

Family details
In the Family details section, for both parents or carers, tick the ‘Yes, other’ box and add any languages spoken at 
home or in the community in the space provided. There may be more than one, so make sure they include them all.

New enrolments
When you support a parent or carer to enrol a child at a new school, 
encourage them to tick the ‘YES’ box in the questions about their family’s 
languages. There are two places where they can do this: under Family 
details and under Student information.

We appreciate your support in gathering information on children and their family’s languages.
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APPLICATION DETAILS 
Has the prospective 
student ever attended a 
Queensland state school? 

 Yes   No 
If yes, provide name of school and approximate date of enrolment. 

What year level is the 
prospective student 
seeking to enrol in? 

Please provide the appropriate year level. 

Proposed start date  / /  Please provide the proposed starting date for the prospective student at this school. 

Does the prospective 
student have a sibling 
attending this school or 
any other Queensland 
state school? 

 Yes   No 

If yes, 
provide 
name of 
sibling, year 
level, date of 
birth, and 
school 

Name: 

Year Level 

Date of birth / /

School 

INDIGENOUS STATUS 
Is the prospective student 
of Aboriginal or Torres 
Strait Islander origin? 

 No    Aboriginal   Torres Strait Islander    Both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

FAMILY DETAILS 
Parents/carers Parent/carer 1 Parent/carer 2 

Family name* 

Given names* 

Title  Mr  Mrs  Ms  Miss  Dr  Mr  Mrs  Ms  Miss  Dr 

Gender  Male   Female  Male   Female 

Relationship to 
prospective student* 

Is the parent/carer an 
emergency contact?* Yes No Yes No

1st Phone contact number* Work/home/mobile Work/home/mobile

2nd Phone contact number* Work/home/mobile Work/home/mobile

3rd Phone contact number* Work/home/mobile Work/home/mobile

Email

Occupation

What is the occupation 
group of the parent/carer? 

(Please select the parental occupation group from the list 
provided at the end of this form. If parent/carer 1 is not 
currently in paid work but has had a job in the last 12 months 
or has retired in the last 12 months, please use the last 
occupation. If parent/carer 1 has not been in paid work in the 
last 12 months, enter ‘8’) 

(Please select the parental occupation group from the list 
provided at the end of this form. If parent/carer 2 is not 
currently in paid work but has had a job in the last 12 months 
or has retired in the last 12 months, please use the last 
occupation. If parent/carer 2 has not been in paid work in the 
last 12 months, enter ‘8’) 

Employer name 

Country of birth 

Does parent/carer 1 or 
parent/carer 2 speak a 
language other than 
English at home? (If more 
than one language, 
indicate the one that is 
spoken most often) 

  No, English only 

  Yes, other – please specify 

Needs interpreter?  Yes   No

  No, English only 

  Yes, other – please specify  

Needs interpreter?   Yes   No

Is the parent/carer an 
Australian citizen?  Yes   No  Yes   No

Is the parent/carer a 
permanent resident of 
Australia? 

 Yes   No  Yes   No

Uncontrolled copy. Refer to the Department of Education Policy and Procedure Register at https://ppr.qed.qld.gov.au/pp/enrolment-in-
state-primary-secondary-and-special-schools-procedure to ensure you have the most current version of this document
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FAMILY DETAILS (continued) 
Parents/carers 

Parent/carer 1 

Parent/carer 2 

Address line 1 
Address line 2 

Suburb/town 
State 

Postcode 

Postcode 

Mailing address (if it is the same as principal place of residence, write 'AS ABOVE') 

Address line 1 
Address line 2 

Suburb/town 
State 

Postcode 

Postcode 

Parent/carer school 
education What is the highest year of schooling parent/carer 1 has 

completed?  (For people who have never attended school, 

mark 'Year 9 or equivalent or below') What is the highest year of schooling parent/carer 2 has 

completed?  (For people who have never attended school, 

mark 'Year 9 or equivalent or below') 

Year 9 or equivalent or 
below  

Year 10 or equivalent  Year 11 or equivalent Year 12 or equivalent Parent/carer non-school 
education 

What is the level of the highest qualification parent/carer 

1 has completed? 

What is the level of the highest qualification parent/carer 2 

has completed? 

Certificate I to IV (including 
trade certificate) Advanced Diploma/Diploma Bachelor degree or above No non-school qualification 

COUNTRY OF BIRTH* 
In which country was the 
prospective student born?  

 Australia 
 Other (please specify country)  Date of arrival in Australia _______/_______/_________ 

Is the prospective student 
an Australian citizen? 

 Yes  
 No (if no, evidence of the prospective student's immigration status to be completed)

PROSPECTIVE STUDENT LANGUAGE DETAILS 

Does the prospective 
student speak a language 
other than English at 
home?  No, English only  Yes, other – please specify  

EVIDENCE OF PROSPECTIVE STUDENT'S IMMIGRATION STATUS (to be completed if this person is NOT an 

Australian citizen)* Permanent resident Complete passport and visa details section below

Student visa holder Date of arrival in Australia ______/______/_________ 
Date enrolment approved to:______/______/_________ 

EQI receipt number: 

Temporary visa holder Complete passport and visa details section below. Temporary visa holders must obtain an 'Approval to enrol in a state 

school' from EQI 

Other, please specify 
_______________________

Uncontrolled copy. Refer to the Department of Education Policy and Procedure Register at https://ppr.qed.qld.gov.au/pp/enrolment-in-

state-primary-secondary-and-special-schools-procedure to ensure you have the most current version of this document

29/04/2021


