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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Aspirations Program (ATSIAP)
A program for high-achieving Aboriginal students and Torres Strait Islander students
Program overview
The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Aspirations Program (ATSIAP) is an academic challenge for eligible Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander secondary students in Queensland state schools. The program builds upon students’ creativity and critical thinking skills by providing opportunities to investigate solutions for real-world challenges. 
ATSIAP incorporates culturally responsive teaching and learning opportunities and aims to raise students’ expectations of themselves as learners and enhance their post-school aspirations to include tertiary pathways. It is a fun yet challenging program, aimed at developing general capabilities, while supporting school attendance, academic engagement and building and fostering career aspirations.
Philosophy 
ATSIAP has a long and unique history of improving educational outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young people since the late 80s.
Based on equity and empowerment of Aboriginal peoples and Torres Strait Islander peoples through success in education, the program aims to: 
· improve the academic performance of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students
· encourage Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students to participate and reach their full potential in the complete range of school curricula: academic, social, cultural and artistic
· develop cooperative participation between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, parents, teachers and the wider school community. 
Regional challenge 
Schools are invited to form teams of 3 to 4 students to compete in the ATSIAP regional challenge, with Years 10-12 competing in Term 1 and Years 7-9 in Term 3. Years 7-9 and Years 10-12 are issued with different challenge tasks to be completed over a four-to-six-week period.
Students are required to work on their challenge tasks as a team, while at school. Tasks, for example, may include a persuasive speech, drama performance and visual art piece. 
Senior secondary state final
The top teams from the Years 10-12 ATSIAP regional challenge will be invited to participate in the senior secondary state final. 
The ATSIAP senior secondary state final comprises a 4-day face-to-face event including university experiences in Brisbane at the end of Term 2.  The state final winners are announced at the ATSIAP awards ceremony. 
Eligibility
To participate in the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Aspirations Program students must: 
· identify as an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander person, attend a Queensland state school in Years 7-12, with a positive behaviour record in the previous semester
· have achieved a ‘C’ or greater in Maths and/or English in the previous semester* OR be a past participant of the Solid Pathways-STEM program. 
*Please note – principals may exercise discretion in nominating students who do not meet the academic achievement requirements, but who would benefit from ATSIAP. Students must have a positive behaviour record and a genuine commitment to participating in the program.
More information
For more information about ATSIAP please contact atsiap@qed.qld.gov.au
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