Hierarchy of Controls Animation Transcript
Creating Healthier Workplaces

Work safe, learn safe, be safe

The Hierarchy of control is a list of control measures to eliminate or minimise exposure to the hazard.

Elimination is the most effective control - it removes the hazard completely.

Substitution is the next most effective control - it replaces the hazard with another that has a lower risk.

If you cannot eliminate or substitute the hazard then isolate it by removing or separating people from the source of the hazard.

Next on the list is engineering which involves changing the physical characteristics of the workplace or equipment.

Administration measures such as policies, procedures, signs and training and the provision of personal protective equipment such as safety equipment or clothing to protect the worker are the lowest level of controls as they are implemented at the point of the worker and rely on worker behaviour to control risk.  These controls should be a secondary, rather than a primary means of defence.
In most cases it will be necessary to use a combination of the control measures to manage exposure to the hazard. 

So remember

If you are aware of it, take care of it.

