Attendance: It all adds up

Caleb: Mum, do I have to go today? It’s only the swimming carnival – it’s not I’ll miss much. I could stay home and do assignments – I’ve got heaps due…

Mum: Caleb, you can’t miss school just because there’s something on that you don’t feel like doing.  And you’ve got to go to support your team. Isn’t Jack in the freestyle final? Even if it’s not your thing, being there for your friends and your team is really important. 

Caleb: Mum, I know. But you never let us just have a day off. 

Mum: I know but it’s true -  missing a day here and there all adds up. You don’t think it matters but it does. Little things count. 

Caleb: I know, I know. It’s not like I’m going to be an Olympic swimmer one day though.

Mum:  School swimming carnivals are intended for everyone – not just the handful of kids who might one day be able to represent their state or their country.  Belonging to a school, being a part of a team, having a group of friends means being involved, supporting others.  It’s just as important to be there to cheer on your mates as it is to actually swim.

Caleb: Yeah, I know.

Mum: I know you know.  We’ve talked about this before.  Remember when you wanted to take a day off because everyone was presenting their assessment pieces and you had already had your turn.  You’ve got a role to play in and out of the pool. I am sorry that I can’t be there to see you swim but I can’t miss a day of work. I’ll be thinking about you, though.  I’ll send you some good vibes. I’ll phone you this afternoon, see how it went ok? 

Caleb: Ok. 

Caleb: I know, brilliant hey! Like, Jack’s always been a good swimmer but I was stoked when Jack got age champion.

Mum:  That’s great Caleb. Now imagine – if you hadn’t gone today you would have missed seeing your best friend getting age champion! And how did you go today?  

Caleb: Yeah, I did ok. Actually Mr McKenna asked me to help out with taking photos for the year book so I was pretty busy with that today. I got some good shots of Jack with his trophy.  

Mum: That’s great! Does that mean you’ll be helping out with the year book this year?

Caleb: Yeah maybe. Should be pretty cool to have my photos in though.

Mum: I’m really proud of you Caleb. You didn’t want to go today but you did anyway and look what happened – you had a good day and you were asked to help out with photos, which you’ve always loved doing.

Caleb: Yeah, yeah, I know. 

Mum: And who knows where the photos and the yearbook could take you?

Caleb: Oh yeah, you better start saving for your ticket, Mum. I’m going to the next Olympic games official photographer!

Mum: See you in about an hour superstar.

Caleb: Bye Mum.
