Attending every day
Abi’s Mum: Did you get Emily’s present?

Emily’s Mum:  Yep, got it all here. I even managed to pick up some paper and a card to save me a trip on the way home.

Abi’s Mum: That’s good. Do you have special plans with Emily tomorrow?

Emily’s Mum: Oh, she’ll be up early for her presents, I’m sure. And we’ll have a special dinner and cake tomorrow night. 

Abi’s Mum: She’s not taking the day off school?

Emily’s Mum: No way. Actually, she didn’t even ask. She’s having a few friends over this weekend to celebrate her birthday, which she’s pretty excited about, so I don’t think the thought even crossed her mind.

Abi’s Mum: No, Abi didn’t stay home on her birthday either. Actually, she likes going to school on her birthday but I suppose it just depends on the kid. I guess if they don’t go, one day off every now and again for a special occasion can’t hurt. 

Emily’s Mum: Mm. I used to think that it didn’t matter too much.  But one of Caleb’s teachers showed us a graph at the parent-teacher night which explained how missing even a few days of school really can make quite a difference academically. 

Abi’s Mum: Really?  

Emily’s Mum: Yeah. He said it was really important for  kids to develop good habits at a very early age like being on time, starting homework early and going to school all day every day, unless they’re sick of course.  

Abi’s Mum: Mmm. I suppose that makes sense. And I guess if they took a day off, say, for their birthday, they’d soon be expecting to take another day off down the track for something else. It’d all add up, wouldn’t it?

Emily’s Mum: Yes. Before you know it they might’ve missed a couple of weeks over a year – which is a lot of learning they’d have missed out on.

Abi’s Mum: And other things, like time with their friends or lunchtime activities. Abi’s really into the Green Thumbs club at lunch time and would hate to miss that, and I know some of her friends are involved in music and sports. 

Emily’s Mum: There’s so much going on, sometimes I find myself wishing I could go back and do it all again. I’d be there every day!

