Every student with disability succeeding vignette transcript – 

Charleville School of Distance Education/Babbiloora Station
My name is Laura DuBois and I am Taleah's teacher on Babbiloora Station in Queensland. Taleah is a young girl - she is 10 and has got Rett Syndrome. It's quite a unique condition that occurs in females, which is a disability that causes severe apraxia; so she can't walk, talk, or use her hands independently, so she needs quite a level of assistance during the day - on a personal level, but would also in regards to her schooling. 

We work very closely together with Charleville School of Distance Education to provide a curriculum that is fit to her needs - in a physical way, but also in a cognitive way, to make sure that she is getting the best out of each day. 

One of the main challenges has been to prove that Taleah is very capable in a lot of ways. It's very important to understand what Rett Syndrome is. It's not a cognitive impairment, it's a physical one and it's very important that we understand how people with Rett Syndrome function and how we can help them in the best sort of way, to reach their full potential and build a curriculum that facilitates that; so we don't keep going back to very basic stuff - but we need to keep pushing them so Taleah can be achieving these goals. Because the main thing we have to do is assume competence with every individual with disabilities and especially with somebody who doesn't have her own voice. 

It's been proven to be a challenge to find a fitting schooling program for Taleah. Not only do we have to make sure that there's someone here that can teach it, but also coming from the Department. Rett is such a specific disability that it's quite hard to understand, which is why I have done several courses to comprehend more what's going on and how we can facilitate her learning. 

So we work very closely with the teacher at Charleville School of Distance Education to write out programs that are fitted to Taleah's cognitive level and to provide better opportunities for her to learn how to read and write. 

We really want the best for Taleah and we try and do that to increase her level of independence. And in that regard, communication and literacy skills are very important. We're working on communication by using Tobi Eye Gaze device, which enables her to comment on things, to express her needs, to join into conversations, to ask questions, which we feel is very important to give her, her own voice. And we also teach her reading and writing and which we find very important for Taleah. 

But we don't only get supported by teachers, we also have a physio and an occupational therapist coming out - that they did not that long ago and they came for a visit, to check in on Taleah how she's going, if there could be any improvements made. And then the head office in Roma - the woman comes out as well to guarantee that everything is going the way it should be going and to guarantee that we're not going back, but that we're going forward. 

We don't just stick to the therapies provided by Charleville School of Distance Education - we also have our own separate therapies; occupational therapies, hydrotherapy, we do music therapy, all that sort of stuff. It's very hard to access it here because obviously we're very far away from any town and so we have to go to Charleville, which is a two hour bumpy drive for us. 

Taleah's got a lot of specialists in Brisbane and in Charleville as well that help to make sure everything is working the right way for her. We find it very important that Taleah is not just learning here on the station through private teaching, but also we want to include her in a lot of social events to make sure that she's part of the community and that's where mini-schools and cluster musters come in. She's actually been to one and it was great; she was very included in that day with the teachers and the other students and it was very nice for her just to have that sense of social feeling, everyone together and she really, really enjoyed that and we're hoping to stretch it out to next year and hopefully many more years to come. 

So we're really hoping to keep going to these events to really make her a part of a group and to interact with peers and we're really hoping to do that more next year, especially when her younger sister will be going into prep; so there will be lots of activities and we will try our best - between myself and the carer - to make sure she is fully emerged in the whole atmosphere and that she can be part of that. 
